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HOW CHRISTIANITY CAME TO KOREA
SHORT VERSION

by Sam and Eileen Moffett

Korea has one of the strongest and largest Christian communities in all of Asia. Its

capital city, Seoul, has nearly 6,000 Protestant churches. But nobody really knows when Christianity

first reached Korea. All we can say for certain is that the Christian faith is not, as is often supposed, a

modern western import from Europe and America. It did not come first that way at all. Itcam^-frem
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1 . (Granite cross! . It came from Asia. Some say it came into Korea 1200 years ago with Nestorian

Christians from China. They point to this stone cross found at Kyungju as proof that there were

Christians in Korea in the 8th century, in Silla times. But the cross was found at Pulguksa, a Buddhist

temple. It was being used as a charm to aid in difficult child-births. Who knows where it originally

came from, or how old it is? (Soongsil Univ. museum).

2. (Marco Polo). It is true, however, that Christianity in East Asia has time and time again proved to

be older than even the experts have guessed. Once we thought we could trace it back with certainty

only about 700 years to Marco Polo’s famous trip across Asia to China. Marco Polo, who is shown

here passing by the great stone cliff-Buddhas of Central Asia, found Christians at the court of Kublai

Khan in Peking in 1300 AD. That would make Christianity in China 700 years old.

3. (Nestorian Monument). Then one day in 1623, workmen excavating a building site in Sian, China,

unearthed a great block of black granite, exquisitely carved with a long inscription and a curious design

near the top. This is the famous Nestorian Monument. (W. Budge, The Monks of Kublai Khan
, p. 33).

4. (Map. Chang’an ). Now Sian (in the lower left corner of this map), is the modern name of historic

Chang’an. It was the capital city of all China in the days when the T’ang dynasty was the greatest

power center in the world.

5. (Cross and Lotus). On the polished surface of the monument you see at the top of this rubbing Isa
cross rising out of a lotus blossom. This is a significant mingling of eastern and western religious

symbols. The date of the inscription was 781 AD. Could the cross have been in China 600 years

before Marco Polo?

6. (Large characters) . That is precisely what the monument astonishingly recorded: the coming of

Christianity to China in the year 635 AD. The large characters read: A Monument commemorating the

Propagation of the Ta-ch’in Luminous Religion in the Middle Kingdom. Ta-ch’in is Syria. Why Syria?

7. (Map #1, Edessa) . Because Syria was the home of the ancient Church of the East, which Westerners

usually call Nestorian. Its major city was Antioch and its mother church was Edessa, the earliest center

of Christianity outside the Roman Empire, and a major caravan stop on the Old Silk Road that crossed

Asia for 5000 miles from Antioch to China.



(Map #2, from Antioch to Edessa to Turfan).

8. (Wall painting ). This was the route of the first missionaries to China. Archaeologists have discovered

1200 year old wall paintings like this at the desert oasis of Turfan near the Chinese border. It represents

an 8th or 9th c. Palm Sunday service in Central Asia. A Nestorian priest is holding a palm branch as

believers come to one of the Christian churches along the Old Silk Road.

9. (Map #2, to China!. From Antioch to Edessa to Turfan, and then through the Jade Gate of the Great

Wall of China, and on to the T’ang dynasty capital at Chang’an, came missionaries going east, and silk

moving west.

10. (Inscription ! . A long inscription on the monument told of the coming of Alopen, a Persian

missionary of the Nestorians and how he reached Chang’an, the Chinese capital probably with a caravan

traveling from Baghdad across the roof of the world along that Old Silk Road. His name is at upper

right ("lo-pen").

11. (Chosroes) . Why a Persian? Why not a Syrian? Because by the 7th century the Nestorians had

been driven out of the Roman Empire by orthodox Catholics and had found refuge in Persia ruled by the

great Sassanian emperors, like Chosroes I pictured here in gold and silver. One of this emperor’s wives

was a Nestorian Christian. (Freer).

12. (Tai Tsung ). So from Persia to China, from one great empire to another came the missionary, and

was received with surprising warmth by this man, Tai Tsung . founder of the T’ang dynasty and one of

the greatest rulers China has ever had. It was an unanticipated providence, because Tai Tsung began his

reign with an aversion to foreign religions. Buddhism he rejected as Western; only Confucianism was

truly Chinese. But just four years before Alopen’s arrival he had changed his mind and adopted an

attitude of enlightened toleration of all religions. (Taiwan Palace Museum).

13. (Syriac). He was especially pleased to find that the new religion was a religion with scriptures, and

told Alopen and his fellow missionaries as they joined him (their names are listed on the monument, on

the side, in Syriac script) to begin translating their sacred books into Chinese. Overnight, with the

discovery of this monument, the accepted history of Christianity in the Far East was rolled back from

700 years ago (Marco Polo), to 1300 years ago.

14. (Messiah Sutra). But time has proved the monument’s authenticity. Once historians knew what to

look for, all kinds of documents and references in Chinese archives were found. One was this Nestorian

Messiah sutra dating back to as early as 683. It might well have been one of those written and

translated by ALOPEN in the Emperor’s library. (Saeki, p. 147, 124 - Hsu-t’ing Messiah Sutra - Hsu-

Ting being pronounced "Ye-chu", or "Jesus", in old Chinese, according to Saeki).

15. (Map. Anshan) . Nestorianism spread through all of China’s 72 provinces, as this map of

authenticated Nestorian sites shows. But did it ever actually reach Korea back there in the days of

Unified Silla? We know there was constant exchange between the Silla court at Kyongju and the T’ang

court at Chang’an, where the Persian missionaries settled. And a T’ang army had helped Silla unify the

peninsula. But the nearest Nestorian site to Korea on this map is at Anshan, north of the Yalu, in

Manchuria. (Saeki, p. 356).

16. (Tile crosses) . There at Anshan in 1927 Japanese excavators found an ancient tomb holding the

remains of 7 bodies. Tile crosses were set up at the head of each. Saeki, the Japanese scholar, is
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convinced that this was the tomb of a powerful Nestorian Christian family from Liaoyang. Sung dynasty

coins in the tomb bore the dates 998 and 1006 AD. Was Anshan at that time Korean or Manchurian

(Khitan)? (Saeki, p. 440).

17. (Map, border) . In the 7th century it had indeed been Korean (Koguryo), as this map indicates.

Anshan is near Liaoyang. But the tomb is dated by the coins as late 10th century. Anshan was then

Khitan, not Korean. The most we can say as far as a Korean connection with Christianity that early, is

that in what had recently been Korea, at Anshan, there were Christians living and dying 1000 years ago

holding to the ancient Eastern faith of the old Persian missionaries. (Map, in Fitzgerald, Son of

Heaven , p. 192).

18. (Nestorian cross') . The most common evidence of their once pervasive presence are the bronze

Nestorian crosses which turn up from time to time in graves and excavations all across Central Asia. It

is said that one or two have been found in Kyongju, but with no way of determining their date or

provenance. I might add that the swastika does not belong exclusively to Buddhists or Nazis. It is the

ancient Greek cross (Gammedion) used by early Christians as a symbol of Christ the cornerstone of the

church.

19. (Genghiz KhanL When the T’ang dynasty, under which the church had spread in China for 200

years, fell in the tenth century, Nestorian Christianity was utterly wiped out in the empire. But it came

back, as it usually does, 300 years later. And it came back strangely enough under this man, Genghiz

Khan. It came back through his marriage and military alliances with the Keraits, an east-Central Asian

tribe, who were Nestorian Christians. In fact, there came to be so many Christians at the Mongol court

that reports filtered back to Europe that Genghiz was none other than the legendary Prester John,

Christian king of Asia, coming to join the crusades and rescue Jerusalem from Islam.

20. (Mongol Princess) . In the Far East, however, the Mongols were amazingly tolerant. Genghiz

married his fourth son, Tuli, to a Kerait princess, a Nestorian Christian. Princess Sorkaktani (Sorocan)

or (Syurkuk-Teni) may have looked much like this unnamed princess in an old picture in the Taiwan

Palace museum. The boot-shaped hat is typical of Mongol female royalty. Princess Sorkaktani became

a power in the line of succession and was the mother of three royal sons. (Taiwan Palace Museum).

21. (Khublai KhanL Her third son was Khublai Khan, seated in white ermine on the black horse, the

conqueror of China. He was no Christian himself but was remarkably open to Christians and actively

sought relationships with Christian Europe. He sent two Nestorian monks, both Mongols, as envoys to

the West. One became Patriarch of the whole Nestorian church, with its center in Baghdad. The other

went on as Khublai’ s ambassador to the Pope, to the king of France, and to King Edward the First of

England. (Taipei Palace Museum).

22. (Great Wall !. But did Khublai ever send any Christians into Kora? On his way to be crowned 5th

Khan, in 1259, Khublai received th submission of the Korean crown prince near the Great Wall. From
then on until the end of the Koryo dynasty 130 years later, Korean princes and even kings were often

held as hostages in the Chinese court and royal Korean princes were regularly married to Mongol
princesses. Given the high ratio of Nestorians among Mongol royal women, it is tempting to speculate

that some of the Koryo queens may have originally been Christians.

23. (Mongol Helmet). But the only tangible evidence of a Christian presence in Korea in the Koryu
period is this Mongol khelmet, preserved in the Mongol invasion museum in Fukuoka, Japan. Note the
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silver inlaid cross. It suggests a Christian owner, perhaps one of the Uighur horsemen in Kublai Khan’s

invading army of 1287 which used Korea as a staging area for the attack on Japan. Whoever he was, he

was killed when the Mongol fleet was destroyed off Fukuoka by the "divine wind", the kamikaze

typhoon which ended Chinese hopes of conquering Japan.

And when, a little more than a hundred years later, the Chinese Ming dynasty defeated

the descendants of Kublai Khan in 1368, the tolerant rule of the Mongols came to an end, and Christians

were massacred throughout China. 300 years of silence followed.

24. (Portuguese Captain-Maior). Towards the end of the 16th century a new wave of Christianity swept

into the Far East. This time it came from Portugal to India to Japan, and on into Korea. And at last its

presence on the peninsula is live and documented. The first recorded European "to look on the wild

coast of Korea" was Captain-Major Domingo Monteiro, whose ship was almost wrecked off Cheju-do in

1577. Here is a Japanese screen-painting of that time depicting just such a Portuguese Capt.-Maj.

(Boxer, Fidalgos).

25. (Lisbon ). It was the dawn of the Age of Discovery, and the point of departure for the Portuguese

merchant-explorers was Lisbon harbor. With the explorers sailed Christian missionaries in a new wave

of Christian expansion, led most notably by Jesuits. (Brinton, Christopher.., Hist, of Civilization . I. p.

588).

26. (Carrack) . They sailed around Africa to Goa, Malacca and up the China Seas to Japan in great, nw
three-masted carracks, the wonders of the world when they first appeared around 1550. They weighed

up to 2000 tons which is 11 times as big as the Mayflower (180 tons) and could carry 800 to 1000 men

with food supplies for 8 months. One missionary complained mildly that he was packed into the bowels

of the boat for three months with ten thousand head of live chickens. (M. Cooper, Rodriguez the

Interpreter
, p. 160 f.; Plattner, Jesuits Go East , p. 25 f.).

27. (Ungchon Bay) . The only one of those early Jesuits to reach Korea, and the first European known

to have actually landed on Korean soil, stepped ashore on this bay near Chinhae, Dec. 27, 1593. He
was Gregorio de Cespedes, a Spaniard. It was two days after Christmas, "and very cold", he wrote,

which is actually about all he does say about Korea.

28. (Hidevoshi ). For de Cespedes came not as a missionary to Korea but as a chaplain to the invading

Japanese armies of this man, Hideyoshi, seen here in a contemporary portrait. He came at the request

of Hideyoshi’s most famous warrior-general, the "Christian daimyo), Konishi, leader of the Japanese

vanguard and first to land with his troops at Pusan. (Cooper, Rodriguez ... p. 160 ff).

29. (PY Battle Screen) . Konishi took Seoul in two weeks, and pushed north toward the Yalu River.

Then the Chinese entered the war, as has happened more than once in Korean history. They attacked

Konishi in Pyongyang, as this old battle screen painting shows. Konishi is defending the wall at the

gate; the Chinese and Koreans are attacking. (Soongsil Univ. museum).

30. (Ungch’on Fort). The Japanese retreated south. On a string of forts west of Pusan, like this atop a

hill at Ungch’on, 8 miles east of Chinhae, Konishi tried to rally his cold and hungry troops after the

retreat. There were about 18,000 Christians in his army, for this was what is called the Christian

century in Japan. Japan had a higher percentage of Christians in its population in that 16th century than

it does now. Konishi, hoping that a Christian chaplain would raise his men’s morale, sent to Japan for

one of the Jesuit missionaries.
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31. (Remains of Fort). This is all that remains of the Japanese fort at Ungch’on. de Cespedes was in

Korea for only a few months that winter of 1593/94. It is not quite accurate to call him the first foreign

missionary in Korea. He was a devout and able missionary to Japan, but in Korea he was only a

chaplain to invading Japanese troops, and as far as we know the met no Koreans while he was there.

32. (Martyrdoms. 15971. There is, however, one important footnote that must be added to the story of

de Cespedes. But for one thing Korea shold remember him. Four years after he returned to Japan, the

great persecutions began that were to wipe out Christianity in that land for two hundred years. This old

print pictures the first of the great martyrdoms, at Nagasaki in 1597. In the midst of the massacres, de

Cespedes wrote to a friend that he, too, longed for a martyr’s crown. (Cooper, Rodriguez ., p. 165).

33. (Martyrs) . He never won that crown, and yet, in a sense he had his share in those persecutions, one

of which is shown here. On his way back to Japan he found that Gen. Konishi had sent two captive

Korean boys as presents to his daughter, wife of the daimvo of Tsushima, de Cespedes freed one of

them, took him to Japan and entered him in the Jesuit seminary. His name is given as Vincent Caoun

(probably Kwen). He became a priest. And in 1625 the Korean priest was arrested and burned on a

cross. The boy de Cespedes had rescued became one of the earliest of Korean Christians, and perhaps

the first Korean martyr. ("Japanese Martyrs", Hasegawa, in J. Spae, Catholicis

m in Japan , p. 8).

32. (Ricci) . The first real Christian contact directly with Korea came through the Jesuits in China, not

in Japan. Six or seven years after de Cespedes left Korea, the famous Matthew Ricci arrived in Peking.

At first he had dressed as a Buddhist priest, hoping to blend into the Chinese scene. But when he found

in what contempt Buddhist priests were held by Chinese intellectuals, he changed to the robes of a

Confucian scholar, as we see him here. (L.J. Gallagher, China in 16th c: Journals of M, Ricci , front).

33. (Ricci’s True Doctrine ). As early as 1631 a member of the annual Korean embassy to Peking

(Chung Du-won) brought back with him a copy of one of Ricci’s Christian books in Chinese: "The True

Doctrine of the God of Heaven". (Kim & Chung, Catholic Korea
, p. 74). (Ricci = Yi Ma-Tou).

34. (Adam Schall) . Ricci’s successor in Peking was Adam Schall (Tang Yak-Mang). He made even

more direct contact with Korea. In 1637 when the Manchus, on their way to conquer China and its

Ming dynasty, decided to protect their southern flank by subduing Korea and forced King Imjo to

surrender after the siege of Namhan-sansong (South Han fortress), they took back with them to China

the crown prince, So-hyon, as hostage. There the Korean prince often saw and talked to the Jesuit priest

who had been appointed court astronomer after a dramatic duel with Chinese and Moslem astronomers

to predict the exact time of an impending eclipse of the sun. Note the astrolabe at his right hand. (R.

Attwater, Adam Schall . frontis).

35. (Astrolabe) . When the Korean prince returned to Seoul in 1645 he brought back with him as gifts

from Schall Christian books and pictures, and a globe, perhaps like this one at Soongsil Univ. Museum.
He also brought with him three Chinese Catholic court ladies and five Christian eunuchs. What the

effect of this entry of Chinese Christians into the Yi dynasty palace more than 200 years before the

opening of Korea might have been, we shall never know. Two months after his return the prince died

and the Chinese Christians were sent back to Peking.

34.

(Chinese Embassy Arch) , for the next 200 years Korea firmly shut itself off from outside foreign
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contacts, except with China. It became known in the west as the "Hermit Kingdom", of isolation from

But in 1783, a group of Confucian scholars who had come across some of the writings of the Catholic

missionaries in the court at Peking, determined to send one of their number, Lee Seung-hun, with the

annual embassy to Peking for more information about this new religion. Every year the embassy wound
its way past this old Chinese embassy arch, near where Independence Arch now stands, to pay their

respects and make trade connections with the Manchu dynasty. But when Lee found former Jesuit

missionaries in Peking and talked with them he learned more than western science and trade possibilities.

He was converted to the Christian faith.

35. (Chong Yak-Jong baptismal certificate). Peter Lee returned full of zeal to form a church in Korea

but he had had only a few weeks of instruction. Not knowing quite how to proceed, the little group

simply chose their own bishops and priests and began to baptize converts. This baptismal certificate for

one of those early Christians, Chong Yak-Jong, is dated 1790. [They knew they should worship every 7

days, but not knowing what day was Sunday, they simply chose the 1st, 7th, 14th, etc. of the lunar

calendar]. (Soongsil Univ. Museum).

36. (Chong Yak-Jong. portrait ). This is a portrait of that early convert, Chong Yak-Jong, whose

baptismal certificate you have just seen. This man came from a famous Confucian family. In fact, his

older brother, Chong Yak-Yong, better known as Ta-San, is renowned as one of the four or five most

respected scholars in Korean history, leader of the Sil-hak (or Practical Learning) school of thought,

which advocated economic and governmental reform and less philosophical speculation. (Soongsil

Christian Museum).

37. (Tojang ). After the baptism of the younger brother, Chong Yak-Jong, this younger Chong changed

his personal seal (tojang ) to bear witness to his new faith. The seal carries a figure, bearing a cross, as

can be seen in one of the books from his library, a Confucian Classic, the I-Ching (Book of Changes).

The more famous older brother was also greatly influenced by the writings of the Jesuit missionaries,

but was probably never baptized.

38. ( Fr. Chou’s Martyrdom ). When word reached Peking about the unorthodox practices of the little

group of Korean Catholics — they had even begun to choose their own priests — the bishop sent a

missionary to instruct them. Father James Chou, who crossed the border in 1794 to become the first

missionary to Korea was not a Westerner. He was Chinese (Chou Wen-Mou, in his own Chinese

language; Chu Moon-Mo, in Korean). Six short years later he was dead. This is an artist’s conception

of his martyrdom in 1801. Executed about the same time was the young Chong Yak-Jong, from the

family of Confucian scholars. (Cath. Korea , p. 80).

39. (Gutzlaff). 32 years a British trading ship brought the first Western missionary to touch Korean soil

(excluding de Cespedes as a chaplain). He was a Protestant, the eccentric but indefatigable Carl

Friederich Augustus Gutzlaff. Here he looks more like a Malay pirate than the German he was, because

wherever he went he wore native dress, and here he was in the South Asian Seas.

40. (Title page). Gutzlaff’s book, Journal of Three Voyages , .is the earliest record of Protestant

missionary work in Korea. Chapter 6 is on Korea. He hoisted a large flag on the ship with the Chinese

characters "Religion of Jesus Christ", hoping to contact some of the persecuted Catholics in Korea, but

found no traces of them. Dallef s History (I, p. 375) says that some Catholics at least found him,

attracted by the flag, but were frightened by his words of greeting, which they could not understand, and

fled.
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41. (Wonsan-do) . Gutzlaff established one strong missionary tradition which is still faithfully followed

in Korea. He spent the latter half of July and the first half of August, 1832, on the beaches of the

Yellow Sea. His longest stop was at Wonsan-do, the island just off Taech’on Beach, where he put the

Lord’s Prayer into Korean, distributed Bibles, and with characteristic Protestant practicality taught the

islanders how to plant potatoes. Cheju Island, he said as he left Korea, would make an ideal mission

station, and would be no more dangerous for missionaries than New Zealand.

42. (Pierre Maubanf) . A young French priest, Pierre-Philibert Maubant, was tho first western

missionary to Korea. De Cespedes was a chaplain; Father Chou was Chinese. But at midnight on Jan.

12, 1836 Maaubant he slipped through the Barrier of Stakes with 5 Korean Catholics, crossed the

Manchurian plains, and approached the Koran border at Euiju. Korea was still forbidden territory. But

Korea was still forbidden territory for foreigners. How could he pass the border guards? (Soongsil U.

museum)

43. (Sewer Gate) . Crossing the Yalu on the ice in the darkness of the night, he slipped through the

Euiju city wall by way of this small sewer drainage opening. He was thus the first Western priest to

enter Korea as a missionary to Koreans. (Epist. A. Kim, p. 47).

44. (Mourner! . But still every step of the long road to Seoul he traveled at peril to his life. To avoid

detection as a foreigner he wore the clothes of a Korean mourner. The hat and face-mask designed to

hide the ravages of grief on the face of the bereaved would also hide a foreigner he hoped. He had

forgotten one thing. Nothing can hide the smell of a foreigner from the nose of a Korean dog, and in

every town he was almost betrayed by the mad barking of a village cur.

45. (Bishop Laurent Imbert). Within the next three years a bishop (Bp. Laurent Imbert) and three

French priests joined Maubant, always hiding themselves from the public. By 1838 there were reported

to be as many as 9,000 Catholics in Korea. (Kim & Chung, Cath. Korea , p. 149).

46.. (Suh-so-mun ). But in 1839 they could escape detection no longer, and the greatest persecution yet

broke out and through the Little West Gate rolled the wagons of the condemned.

47. (Torture) . Criminals were tortured and executed outside this Little West Gate.

48. (Execution of 1839 ). Bishop Imbert felt that the government’s major target was the foreign priests.

So to save the Korean Christians he surrendered himself, and ordered his two French colleagues to do
the same. They were taken out to the sands of the Han River, tied together and beheaded on Sept. 21,
1839 — the first Western martyrs in Korea.

49. (Taewon-gun). Then came the greatest persecution of all, in 1866. And it was this man, the Prince
Regent, or Taewon-gun, father of the King, who was responsible. Samuel A. Moffett, who came to

Korea while he was still living, remembered his cold, gray eyes.

50.. (Martyrs). Nine of these French priests died in the Great Persecution of 1866. No one knows how
many Korean Catholics were killed, perhaps as many as 2000. (Le Cathol .. p. 109).

51. (Thomas, 1866). In the year of persecution, 1866, a Welshman named Robert J. Thomas, then a
missionary in China, volunteered to try to enter Korea. He sailed on an American schooner, the Gen.
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Sherman, loaded with cotton, glass and tin-plate for the forbidden markets of the Taewon-gun’s Korea.

The ship made its way into the Taetong River to the old northern capital, Pyongyang, shown here on a

200-300-year-old screen, but never came down again.

52. (Thomas’s death!. River bank, screen) . The ship was warned away, but rashly seized the

messengers as hostages. Angered, the governor order the illiegal ship burned. The crew leaped

overboard and were cut down by soldiers. This Korean Sunday School sketch of the death of Thomas is

the most widely accepted account of his martyrdom. One of the gendarmes hesitated as he was about to

slay him, and Thomas, offered him a Chinese New Testament, and waited for the fatal blow.

53. ( Gate, screen) . The chains of the General Sherman were triumphantly hung in the Great Hast Gate

of Pyengyang, and the Regent was proudly informed that no mere foreigners could invade Korea with

impunity.

54. (Taetong Gate photo ). Less than 25 years later when Samuel A. Moffett first entered Pyengyang,

those chains were still there and the gate looked like this. More important, he found that some of the

Scripture portions Thomas had brought were still being kept in Korean homes.

55. (Suh Sang-Yun with Paik Hong-Chun and Choi Mvung-Oh ). Less than ten years after the death of

Thomas, Protestants began to make their first Korean converts-but this happened across the border in

Manchuria. The man standing in this picture, Suh Sang-Yun, a ginseng peddler, crossed the Yalu for

trade in Newchwang. He fell ill and was cared for by Scottish missionaries. Impressed and converted,

he was baptized. in- 1875. He, in turn, was instrumental in the conversion of the man at the right, who
was later to be a jail-mate of a young progressive named Syngman Rhee. But, the first of all to be

baptized was the man at the left, Paik Hong-Joon, who became a Christian in 1876. This picture was

taken in the 1890’s when all three, for a time, were working with Samuel A. Moffett.

56. (John Ross) . Suh Sang-Yun was baptized by this Scottish Presbyterian, John Ross. Ross decided,

since he could not get into Korea, to put the Bible into the Korean language. In this translation project

he had the help of the new Korean Christians.

57. (Ross N.T. ). They finished the Gospel of Luke in 1882, and this Korean New Testament in 1887.

Shortly after the first portion was done, in the early spring of 1883, Suh Sang-Yun volunteered to take

Bible portions and cross the Yalu to evangelize his homeland. Customs officials found the forbidden

Scriptures at the border and threw him into prison. But, as happens sometimes in Korean history, his

jailers turned out to be distant relatives and he was quickly released.

58. (Suh Kvung-Cho). Suh hurried to his home town of Sorai on the West Coast, distributing scriptures

there and in Seoul. Beginning with his younger brother (here, with family), he built up a community of

Christians a whole year before any Protestant foreign missionary was able to settle in Korea. As with

their Catholic brethren a century earlier, Korean Protestants have always been one jump ahead of the

missionary.

. Jr*v

59. (Seoul Wall) . Seoul in 1884 was still circled by the great stone city wall, 9,975 paces around.

Slow moving, white-robed Koreans stared curiously at the hawk-nosed, black-suited foreigner. (W.

Hough, The Bernadou. Allen & Jouv Collection in the U.S. National Museum . 1893.
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60. (Kwanghwamun ). The American diplomat had come in troubled times. The Queen, in the palace

behind this gate, had been almost murdered by a mob. Fleeing to the country, she had only recently

returned after order was restored by the Chinese Commissioner, Yuan Shih-Kai, with 3000 Chinese

troops. The Taewon-gun had been banished to China for his part in the plot.

61. (H.N. Allen ). The first resident Protestant missionary to Korea was a balding, red-headed, six-foot

Presbyterian medical missionary, Dr. H.G. Allen, who transferred from China to try to open up Korea

to Protestant missions where Gutzlaff and Thomas had not succeeded.

62. (Underwood). Five months later, on Easter Sunday, 1885, a second Presbyterian missionary arrived

in Korea. This man was a clergyman. His name was Horace Grant Underwood. He was a young

bachelor whose brother was busy at the time inventing a typewriter. (L. Underwood, Underwood of

Korea , p. 54).

63. (Roval Hospital ). Open evangelistic work still being forbidden. .Underwood helped out at the

hospital for a while. But his usefulness as a medical assistant was less than desired since he kept

fainting during operations.

64. (Appenzeller) . On the same boat which brought Underwood to Korea was a Methodist missionary

pioneer, Henry G. Appenzeller, and his wife. But Korea in 1885 was a dangerous place for a Western

woman without diplomatic protection and the Appenzellers were ordered back to Japan for some months

before they could return to establish resident Methodist work in Korea.

65. (Samuel Austin Moffett). Four and a half years later, when another Presbyterian missionary,

Samuel Moffett, arrived five years later, it was still forbidden by the Korean government to preach the

Christian faith openly, and missionaries were not allowed to live outside the safety of two treaty ports,

Seoul and Pusan.
7 H <

u*\ Gflta

66. (Seoul Women ). The pioneer Protestant missionaries brought the Christian Gospel to Korea with

integrity to his full Biblical witness. The history of God’s creative and redemptive work in the world

came with transforming power in unashamed evangelistic appeal, demonstrable Christian love for

physical and material needs, and a strong emphasis upon nurture of the mind under the discipline of

Christian education. Koreans already had a passion for education under their Confucian system of

governing principles but only the men were beneficiaries of the traditional system of education. Women
were left oppressed, sequestered and without public identity.

67. (Mrs. Scranton) . It took a strong-minded Methodist woman, Mrs. Scranton, founder of Ewha girls’

school (now Ewha Women’s University), to challenge this system. She ran head on into a stone wall of

opposition. When she approached one Korean scholar announcing that she was starting a school for

girls and asking him to send his daughter, he snorted, "Can cows read"?

68. (Ewha Hakdang ). But the Christians started schools for girls, anyway. This is an early picture

(about 1892) of Mrs. Scranton’s Ewha girls’ school showing some of the first students and their

Methodist women missionary teachers.

69. (S.A.M. - Kyungsin ). There were times, even, when they influenced political movements. When
Moffett first came to Korea in 1890 he was asked to take charge of this little school. One of the Korean
teachers at the school was An Chang-Ho, identified as the man at the upper right in this picture.
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Stimulated by the new ideals he learned from the missionaries about Christian freedom and human
digftity, he later became one of the heroes of the Korean Independence movement when the Japanese

tried to crush his country.

70. (Noh To-Sal . On July 11, 1886, Mr. Underwood baptized this man, Noh To-Sa, the first Korean

ever to receive Protestant baptism in Korea. Underwood warned him, "You are risking your life being

baptized." "I know", he said, and asked for the sacrament.

> t If > H'hMTv .

71. fWilliam McKenzie) . There were losses, too, along the way. William McKenzie of Canada, came

to Korea in December of 1893 and died tragically after only a year and a half. You might say his story

is the story of a failure. When he told his fiancee he was going to Korea, she broke the engagement.

(E. McCully, A Com of Wheat).

72. (Korean home). He followed the Lord’s call anyway, and went out alone and probably

brokenhearted into a country district where he settled in to live with the Suh family in this house in the

village of Sorai, by the Yellow Sea.

73. (Sorai Church') . The Christians in Sorai were building a church, it was the first church ever built

by the Koreans, themselves, entirely with their own money.

74. (Suh family) . He was warmly welcomed by the Suh family and by the little group of believers in

that village, who were hungry for more intensive Christian instruction and discipline. Samuel Moffett

helped him get settled. This soon became his family. Some missionaries thought McKenzie had gone

overboard in living like a Korean. And perhaps they were partly right. The isolation, the heat, the

disease all about him proved too much, and one day, delirious with disease and out of his head with a

high fever, he put a gun to his head and shot himself. Was he a failure?

75. (Gravel . When McKenzie’s fellow missionaries came to claim his body for burial the villagers

refused to let them take it. "He belongs to us now", they said. And they buried him where he

belonged, in their village - in their Christian village. For years those simple people saw to it that his

grave was kept spotless. In this picture, little Philip Suh, the first Korean baptized as an infant, stands

beside it. Failure? No, that’s just the beginning of the Christian history of Korea. The church always

begins with what the world calls failure. But the world has no place for the resurrection.

Sam and Eileen Moffett
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HOW CHRISTIANITY CAME TO KOREA

by Sam and Eileen Moffett

1. (Carolers) . Korea has one of the strongest and largest Christian communities in all of Asia. Its rate

of growth is four times that of the general population. Its presence is visible everywhere. The city of

Seoul alone has nearly 6,000 Protestant churches. / But nobody really knows when Christianity first

reached Korea. All we can say for certain is tfiat the Christian faith is not, as is often supposed, a

modem western import from Europe and America. It did not come first that way at all.

2. (Granite cross) . It came from Asia. Some say it came into Korea 1200 years ago with Nestorian

Christians from China. They point to this stone cross found at Kyungju as proof that there were

Christians in Korea in the 8th century, in Silla times. But the cross was found at Pulguksa, a Buddhist

temple. It was being used as a charm to aid in difficult child-births. Who knows where it originally

came from, or how old it is? (Soongsil Univ. museum).

3.

(Marco Polo) . It is true, however, that Christianity in East Asia has time and time again proved to

be older than even the experts have guessed. Once we thought we could trace it back with certainty

only about 700 years to Marco Polo’s famous trip across Asia to China. Marco Polo, who is shown

here passing by the great stone cliff-Buddhas of Central Asia, found Christians at the court of Kublai

Khan in Peking in 1300 AD. That would make Christianity in China 700 years old.

4.

(Nestorian Monument) . Then one day in 1623, workmen excavating a building site in Sian, China,

unearthed a great block of black granite, exquisitely carved with a long inscription and a curious design

near the top. This is the famous Nestorian Monument. (W. Budge, The Monks of Kublai Khan , p. 33)

5. (Map. Chang’an) . Now Sian (in the lower left comer of this map) is the modem name of historic

Chang’an. It was the capital city of all China in the days when the T’ang dynasty was the greatest

power center in the world.

6. (Cross and Lotus) . On the polished surface of the monument you see at the top of this rubbing Is a

cross rising out of a lotus blossom. This is a significant mingling of eastern and western religious

symbols. The date of the inscription was 781 AD. Could the cross have been in China 600 years

before Marco Polo?

7. (Large characters) . That is precisely what the monument astonishingly recorded: the coming of

Christianity to China in the year 635 AD. The large characters read: A Monument commemorating the

Propagation of the Ta-ch’in Luminous Religion in the Middle Kingdom. Ta-ch’in is Syria. Why Syria?

8. (Map ftL Edessa) . Because Syria was the home of the ancient Church of the East, which Westerners

usually call Nestorian. Its major city was Antioch and its mother church was Edessa, the earliest center

of Christianity outside the Roman Empire, and a major caravan stop on the Old Silk Road that crossed

Asia for 5000 miles from Antioch to China.
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(Map #2, from Antioch to Edessa to Turfan).

10. (Wall painting) . This was the route of the first missionaries to China. Archaeologists have
discovered 1200 year old wall paintings like this at the desert oasis of Turfan near the Chinese border.

It represents an 8th or 9th c. Palm Sunday service in Central Asia. A Nestorian priest is holding a palm
branch as believers come to one of the Christian churches along the Old Silk Road.

11. (Map #2 . to China) . From Antioch to Edessa to Turfan, and then through the Jade Gate of the

Great Wall of China, and on to the T’ang dynasty capital at Chang’an, came missionaries going east,

and silk moving west.

12. (Inscription! . A long inscription on the monument told of the coming of Alopen, a Persian

missionary of the Nestorians and how he reached Chang’an, the Chinese capital probably with a caravan

traveling from Baghdad across the roof of the world along that Old Silk Road. His name is at upper

right ("lo-pen").

13. (Chosroes) . Why a Persian? Why not a Syrian? Because by the 7th century the Nestorians had

been driven out of the Roman Empire by orthodox Catholics and had found refuge in Persia ruled by the

great Sassanian emperors, like Chosroes I pictured here in gold and silver. One of this emperor’s wives

was a Nestorian Christian. (Freer).

14. (Tai Tsung) . So from Persia to China, from one great empire to another came the missionary, and

was received with surprising warmth by this man, Tai Tsung . founder of the T’ang dynasty and one of

the greatest rulers China has ever had. It was an unanticipated providence, because Tai Tsung began his

reign with an aversion to foreign religions. Buddhism he rejected as Western; only Confucianism was

truly Chinese. But just four years before Alopen’s arrival he had changed his mind and adopted an

attitude of enlightened toleration of all religions. (Taiwan Palace Museum).

15. (Svriac) . He was especially pleased to find that the new religion was a religion with scriptures, and

told Alopen and his fellow missionaries as they joined him (their names are listed on the monument, on

the side, in Syriac script) to begin translating their sacred books into Chinese. Overnight, with the

discovery of this monument, the accepted history of Christianity in the Far East was rolled back from

700 years ago (Marco Polo), to 1300 years ago.

16. (Voltaire) . Well, not quite overnight. Back in Europe Voltaire (shown here acrobatically dressing

and dictating to a secretary at the same time)--Voltaire and the rationalists greeted the suggestion that

Christianity might not be a recent European import into Asia with enormous skepticism. The

monument, he said, was a Jesuit forgery - a pious fraud to give a foreign faith instant respectability in a

land that venerated age. (DeVries, Atlas of World Hist., p. 128).

17. (Messiah Sutra). But time has proved the monument’s authenticity. Once historians knew what to

look for, all kinds of documents and references in Chinese archives were found. One was this Nestorian

Messiah sutra dating back to as early as 683. It might well have been one of those written and

translated by ALOPEN in the Emperor’s library. (Saeki, p. 147, 124 - Hsu-t’ing Messiah Sutra - Hsu-

Ting being pronounced "Ye-chu", or "Jesus", in old Chinese, according to Saeki).
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18. (Duke Kwoh Tzu-vri . As the new faith spread in China it attracted powerful protectors, like Duke

Kwoh Tzu-yi, shown here receiving a delegation of Uighurs, a Central Asian tribe which had a large

proportion of Christians at the time. This able general had put down the critical An Lu-shan rebellion,

saved the country from a Tibetan invasion, and is a symbol of the military protection that the early

T’ang dynasty church enjoyed. (Taiwan Palace Museum).

S' \I
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19. (Map. Anshan) . Nestorianism spread through all of China’s 72 provinces, as this map of

authenticated Nestorian sites shows. But did it ever actually reach Korea back there in the days of

Unified Silla? We know there was constant exchange between the Silla court at Kyongju and the T’ang

court at Chang’an, where the Persian missionaries settled. And a T’ang army had helped Silla unify the

peninsula. But the nearest Nestorian site to Korea on this map is at Anshan, north of the Yalu, in

Manchuria. (Saeki, p. 356).

20. (Tile crosses) . There at Anshan in 1927 Japanese excavators found an ancient tomb holding the

remains of 7 bodies. Tile crosses were set up at the head of each. Saeki, the Japanese scholar, is

convinced that this was the tomb of a powerful Nestorian Christian family from Liaoyang. Sung dynasty

coins in the tomb bore the dates 998 and 1006 AD. Was Anshan at that time Korean or Manchurian

(Khitan)? (Saeki, p. 440).

/ 21. (Map, border) . In the 7th century it had indeed been Korean (Koguryo), as this map indicates.

Anshan is near Liaoyang. But the tomb is dated by the coins as late 10th century. Anshan was then

Khitan, not Korean. The most we can say as far as a Korean connection with Christianity that early, is

that in what had recently been Korea, at Anshan, there were Christians living and dying 1000 years ago

holding to the ancient Eastern faith of the old Persian missionaries. (Map, in Fitzgerald, Son of

Heaven , p. 192).

22. (Nestorian crossl . The most common evidence of their once pervasive presence are the bronze

Nestorian crosses which turn up from time to time in graves and excavations all across Central Asia. It

is said that one or two have been found in Kyongju, but with no way of determining their date or

provenance. I might add that the swastika does not belong exclusively to Buddhists or Nazis. It is the

ancient Greek cross (Gammedion) used by early Christians as a symbol of Christ the cornerstone of the

church.

23. (Genehiz Khan) . When the T’ang dynasty, under which the church had spread in China for 200
years, fell in the tenth century, Nestorian Christianity was utterly wiped out in the empire. But it came
back, as it usually does, 300 years later. And it came back strangely enough under this man, Genghiz

Khan. It came back through his marriage and military alliances with the Keraits, an east-Central Asian

tribe, who were Nestorian Christians. 7
In fact, there came to be so many Christians at the Mongol court

that reports filtered back to Europe that Genghiz was none other than the legendary Prester John,

Christian king of Asia, coming to join the crusades and rescue Jerusalem from Islam.

24. (Mongol CavalrvL But when Mongol cavalry broke across the Volga and began to butcher Christian

Russian princes, that bubbl of hopw burst very quickly. "They’re not Christians.. They are the soldiers

of anti-Christ", muttered Roger Bacon; and the more pious prepared for the end of the world.

(Cameron & Brake, Peking , p. 105).

25. (Mongol PrincessL In the Far East, however, the Mongols were amazingly tolerant. Genghiz
married his fourth son, Tuli, to a Kerait princess, a Nestorian Christian. Princess Sorkaktani (Sorocan)
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or (Syurkuk-Teni) may have looked much like this unnamed princess in an old picture in the Taiwan
Palace museum. The boot-shaped hat is typical of Mongol female royalty. Princess Sorkaktani became
a power in the line of succession and was the mother of three royal sons. (Taiwan Palace Museum).

Jr
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26. (Khublai Khan) . Her third son was Khublai Khan, seated in white ermine on the black horse, the

conqueror of China. He was no Christian himself but was remarkably open to Christians and actively

sought relationships with Christian Europe. He sent two Nestorian monks, both Mongols, as envoys to

the West. One became Patriarch of the whole Nestorian church, with its center in Baghdad. The other

went on as Khublai ’s ambassador to the Pope, to the king of France, and to King Edward the First of

England. (Taipei Palace Museum).

J 27. (Great WalD . But did Khublai ever send any Christians into Kora? On his way to be crowned 5th

Khan, in 1259, Khublai received th submission of the Korean crown prince near the Great Wall. From
then on until the end of the Koryo dynasty 130 years later, Korean princes and even kings were often

held as hostages in the Chinese court.

28. (Wall tower') . There, beyond the Great Wall, in Peking, royal Korean princes were regularly

married to Mongol princesses, and given the high ratio of Nestorians among Mongol royal women, it is

tempting to speculate that some of the Koryo queens may have originally been Christians.

29. (Mongol Helmef) . But the only tangible evidence of a Christian presence in Korea in the Koryo

period is this Mongol helmet, preserved in the Mongol Invasion Museum in Fukuoka, Japan. Note the

silver inlaid cross. Its Christian owner must have been one of the Uighur horsemen in Khublai Khan’s

invading army of 1287 which used Korea as a staging area for the attack on Japan. Whoever he was, he

was killed when the Mongol fleet was destroyed off Fukuoka by the "divine wind", the kamikaze

typhoon which ended Chinese hopes of conquering Japan. With the fall of Peking to the Ming in 1368

the tolerant rule of the Mongols came to an end, and Christians were massacred throughout China. 300

years of silence followed.

y
30. (Portuguese Captain-Maior) . But towards the end of the 16th century a new wave of Christianity

swept into the Far East. This time it came from Portugal to India to Japan, and on into Korea. And at

last its presence on the peninsula is live and documented. The first recorded European "to look on the

wild coast of Korea" was Captain-Major Domingo Monteiro, whose ship was almost wrecked off Cheju-

do in 1577. Here is a Japanese screen-painting of that time depicting just such a Portuguese Capt.-Maj.

(Boxer, Fidalgosb

J 31. (IJsbon ). It was the dawn of the Age of Discovery, and the point of departure for the Portuguese

merchant-explorers was Lisbon harbor. With the explorers sailed Christian missionaries in a new wave

of Christian expansion, led most notably by Jesuits. (Brinton, Christopher.., Hist, of Civilization . I. p.

588).

32. (Carrack). They sailed around Africa to Goa, Malacca and up the China Seas to Japan in great, nw
three-masted carracks, the wonders of the world when they first appeared around 1550. They weighed

up to 2000 tons which is 11 times as big as the Mayflower (180 tons) and could carry 800 to 1000 men

with food supplies for 8 months. One missionary complained mildly that he was packed into the bowels

of the boat for three months with ten thousand head of live chickens. (M. Cooper, Rodrig z the

Interpreter , p. 160 f.; Plattner, Jesuits Go East , p. 25 f.).
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/ 33. (Ungchon Bav) . The only one of those early Jesuits to reach Korea, and the first European known

to have actually landed on Korean soil, stepped ashore on this bay near Chinhae, Dec. 27, 1593. He

was Gregorio de Cespedes, a Spaniard. It was two days after Christmas, "and very cold", he wrote,

which is actually about all he does say about Korea.

v-
7

34. (Hideyoshi) . For de Cespedes came not as a missionary to Korea but as a chaplain to the invading

Japanese armies of this man, Hideyoshi, seen here in a contemporary portrait. He came at the request

of Hideyoshi ’s most famous warrior-general, the "Christian daimyo), Konishi, leader of the Japanese

vanguard and first to land with His troops at Pusan. (Cooper, Rodriguez . .
.
p. 160 ff).

35. (PY Battle Screen! . Konishi took Seoul in two weeks, and pushed north toward the Yalu River.

Then the Chinese entered the war, as has happened more than once in Korean history. They attacked

Konishi in Pyongyang, as this old battle screen painting shows. Konishi is defending the wall at the

gate; the Chinese and Koreans are attacking. (Soongsil Univ. museum).

36. (Soonchun Fort) . The Japanese retreated south and built a Pusan perimeter of defense, a series of

forts along the south coast, like this one near Soonchun. But that winter, morale sank low among the

Japanese troops isolated in their forts.

37. (Ungch’on Forf) . It was in the fort on top of this hill at Ungch’on, 8 miles east of Chinhae, that

Konishi tried to rally his cold and hungry troops after the retreat. There were about 18,000 Christians

in his army, for this was what is called the Christian century in Japan. Japan had a higher percentage f

Christians in its population in that 16th century than it does now. So Konishi, hoping that the presence

of a Christian chaplain would raise his men’s morale, sent to Japan for one of the Jesuit missionaries.

38. (Remains of Forf) . Some of the stones of the old Japanese fort still lie on top of the hill above the

bay into which de Cespedes sailed at Christmas 1593. As I said, it is not quite accurate to call him the

first Christian missionary to Korea. He was a devout and able missionary to Japan, but in Korea he was

only a chaplain to invading troops, and as far as we know he met no Koreans during his few months on

the peninsula, behind the walls of this fort.

39. (Martyrdoms. 15971 . There is, however, one important footnote that must be added to the story of

de Cespedes. Four years after he returned to Japan, the great persecutions began that were to wipe out

Christianity in that land for two hundred years. This old print pictures the first of the great martyrdoms,

at Nagasaki in 1597. In the midst of the massacres, de Cespedes wrote to a friend that he, too, longed

for a martyr’s crown. (Cooper, Rodriguez ., p. 165).

40. (Martyrs) . He never won that crown, and yet, in a sense he had his share in those persecutions, one
of which is shown here. On his way back to Japan he found that Gen. Konishi had sent two captive

Korean boys as presents to his daughter, wife of the daimvo of Tsushima, de Cespedes freed one of
them, took him to Japan and entered him in the Jesuit seminary. His name is given as Vincent Caoun
(probably Kwen). He became a priest. And in 1625 the Korean priest was arrested and burned on a

cross. The boy de Cespedes had rescued became one of the earliest of Korean Christians, and the first,

as far as we know, of Korean martyrs. ("Japanese Martyrs", by Hasegawa, in J. Spae, Catholicism in

Japan, p. 8). But in Japan, the church was wiped out in what the Japanese call "the 200 years of
Silence".

41. (Rjcci). The first real Christian contact directly with Korea came through the Jesuits in China, not



6

in Japan. Six or seven years after de Cespedes left Korea, the famous Matthew Ricci arrived in Peking.

At first he had dressed as a Buddhist priest, hoping to blend into the Chinese scene. But when he found

in what contempt Buddhist priests were held by Chinese intellectuals, he changed to the robes of a

Confucian scholar, as we see him here. (L.J. Gallagher, China in 16th c: Journals of M. Ricci , front).

42. (Ricci’s True Doctrine) . As early as 1631 a member of the annual Korean embassy to Peking

(Chung Du-won) brought back with him a copy of one of Ricci’s Christian books in Chinese: "The True

Doctrine of the God of Heaven". (Kim & Chung, Catholic Korea , p. 74). (Ricci = Yi Ma-Tou).

43. (Adam Schall) . Ricci’s successor in Peking was Adam Schall (Tang Yak-Mang). He made even

more direct contact with Korea. In 1637 when the Manchus, on their way to conquer China and its

Ming dynasty, decided to protect their southern flank by subduing Korea and forced King Imjo to

surrender after the siege of Namhan-sansong (South Han fortress), they took back with them to China

the crown prince, So-hyon, as hostage. There the Korean prince often saw and talked to the Jesuit priest

who had been appointed court astronomer after a dramatic duel with Chinese and Moslem astronomers

to predict the exact time of an impending eclipse of the sun. Note the astrolabe at his right hand. (R.

Attwater, Adam Schall . fronds).

44. (Astrolabe) . When the Korean prince returned to Seoul in 1645 he brought back with him as gifts

from Schall Christian books and pictures, and a globe, perhaps like this one at Soongsil Univ. Museum.

He also brought with him three Chinese Catholic court ladies and five Christian eunuchs. What the

effect of this entry of Chinese Christians into the Yi dynasty palace more than 200 years before the

opening of Korea might have been, we shall never know. Two months after his return the prince died

and the Chinese Christians were sent back to Peking.

I. (Wreck of the Sparrowhawk) . The next Christians in Korea were Protestants, the 26 Dutchmen of

the wreck of the Sparrowhawk on Cheju Island in 1653 (just 8 years after the Chinese Catholics had

been returned to Peking). The shipwrecked Dutchmen were not very pious Protestants, but at least they

identified themselves as "Kirishitans" under questioning. (G. Ledyard, The Dutch Come to Korea , p.

46. (Dutch ship) . What was a Dutch ship doing in Korea? When the Tokugawa shogunate outlawed

Catholics at the beginning of the 17th century it found that it had cut itself off from the profitable

Portuguese trade with the West. They looked about for an alternative, and found the Dutch, who

happily informed them that they were not at all Catholic, but Calvinist. As such, the Japanese ruled,

they were not subject to execution in Japan. So Dutch ships like this, pictured on an old Japanese plate,

flying the flag of the House of Orange, replaced the Portuguese carracks. And it was a Dutch ship that

ran aground on Cheju Island.

47. (Taken prisoner) . When the Sparrowhawk survivors identified themselves as Christians, they didn’t

know that kirishitan in Japan meant Catholic, and that a complicated trade agreement between Japan and

Korea after the Hideyoshi wars included a 1644 understanding that castaways on the Koran coast from

ships bound for Japan would be reported and sent to Nagasaki, where Catholics among them would be

executed. (Ledyard, p. 19).

21 ).

48.

(Korean Court) . Actually, as Protestants, they were not subject to such harsh punishment, but the

Koreans did not know the difference. Anyway, the matter was postponed and obscured, and the Dutch

remained prisoners of the Korean king for 13 years. The king surely did not look like this old Dutch
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wood-cut from Hamel’s account of his Journey , reproduced in the Royal Asiatic Society book, Ledyard’s

The Dutch Come to Korea . Hamel and 15 other survivors escaped in two groups, 1666 and 1668.

(Ibid, p. 53).

49. (Mathematics book) . After the Dutch, came another hundred years of silence. Korea completely

shut itself off from outside contacts. It became known as "the hermit kingdom". But, beginning about

1777 a group of Confucian scholars began to study books like this brought back from Peking in the

annual embassies. This is a work on Mathematics by Ricci. (Soongsil Univ. Museum).

50. (Chinese Embassy Arch) . Then came another 100 years of silence. But in 1783, intrigued by the

Ricci books, a group of Confucian scholars determined to send one of their number, Lee Seung-hun,

with the annual embassy to Peking for more information. Every year the embassy wound its way past

this old Chinese embassy arch, near where Independence Arch now stands, to pay their respects and

make trade connections with the Manchu dynasty. But when Lee found former Jesuit missionaries in

Peking and talked with them he learned more than western science and trade possibilities. He was

converted to the Christian faith.

51. (Chong Yak-Jong baptismal certificated . Peter Lee returned full of zeal to form a church in Korea

but he had had only a few weeks of instruction. Not knowing quite how to proceed, the little group

simply chose their own bishops and priests and began to baptize converts. This baptismal certificate for

one of those early Christians, Chong Yak-Jong, is dated 1790. [They knew they should worship every 7

days, but not knowing what day was Sunday, they simply chose the 1st, 7th, 14th, etc. of the lunar

calendar]. (Soongsil Univ. Museum).

52. (Chong Yak-Jong. portrait . This is a portrait of that early convert, Chong Yak-Jong, whose
baptismal certificate you have just seen. This man came from a famous Confucian family. In fact, his

older brother, Chong Yak-Yong, better known as Ta-San, is renowned as one of the four or five most

respected scholars in Korean history, leader of the Sil-hak (or Practical Learning) school of thought,

which advocated economic and governmental reform and less philosophical speculation. (Soongsil

Christian Museum).

53. (Toiang) . After the baptism of the younger brother, Chong Yak-Jong, this younger Chong changed

his personal seal (toiang ) to bear witness to his new faith. The seal carries a figure, bearing a cross, as

can be seen in one of the books from his library, a Confucian Classic, the I-Ching (Book of Changes).

The more famous older brother was also greatly influenced by the writings of the Jesuit missionaries,

but was probably never baptized.

54. (Fr. Chou’s Martyrdom) . When word reached Peking about the unorthodox practices of the little

group of Korean Catholics — they had even begun to choose their own priests -- the bishop sent a

missionary to instruct them. Father James Chou, who crossed the border in 1794 to become the first

missionary to Korea was not a Westerner. He was Chinese (Chou Wen-Mou, in his own Chinese
language; Chu Moon-Mo, in Korean). Six short years later he was dead. This is an artist’s conception

of his martyrdom in 1801. Executed about the same time was the young Chong Yak-Jong, from the

family of Confucian scholars. (Cath. Korea , p. 80).

55. (Korean Chief) . The hundred years from 1784 to 1884 have been called "the Catholic century in

Korea", but a few Protestants did manage to enter the forbidden land. In 1816 two British ships

charting the west coast south of Taech’on Beach met this Korean chief (sketched here by an artist in
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England from the oral description of one of the officers). The ship’s captain (Maxwell of the Alceste)

presented him with a Bible, presumably in English. It may have been the first complete Bible ever

brought to Korea. (J.M’leod, Voyage of HMS Alceste . 44, 50.

56. (Gutzlaff). 16 years later another British ship brought the first Western missionary to touch Korean
soil (excluding de Cespedes as a chaplain). He was a Protestant, the eccentric but indefatigable Carl

Friederich Augustus Gutzlaff. Here he looks more like a Malay pirate than the German he was, because

wherever he went he wore native dress, and here he was in the South Asian Seas.

57. (Title page! . Gutzlaff s book, Journal of Three Voyages .. is the earliest record of Protestant

missionary work in Korea. Chapter 6 is on Korea. He hoisted a large flag on the ship with the Chinese

characters "Religion of Jesus Christ", hoping to contact some of the persecuted Catholics in Korea, but

found no traces of them. Dallef s History (I, p. 375) says that some Catholics at least found him,

attracted by the flag, but were frightened by his words of greeting, which they could not understand, and

fled.

58.

(Wonsamdo). Gutzlaff established one strong missionary tradition which is still faithfully followed

in Korea. He spent the latter half of July and the first half of August, 1832, on the beaches of the

Yellow Sea. His longest stop was at Wonsan-do, the island just off Taech’on Beach, where he put the

Lord’s Prayer into Korean, distributed Bibles, and with characteristic Protestant practicality taught the

islanders how to plant potatoes. Cheju Island, he said as he left Korea, would make an ideal mission

station, and would be no more dangerous for missionaries than New Zealand.

59.

(Pierre Maubanf) . A young French priest, Pierre-Philibert Maubant, who had been scheduled to

eet Bisfibp Bruguiere at the border and enter Korea with him resolved not to turn back at the bishop’s

death. At midnight on Jan. 12, 1836 he slipped through the Barrier of Stakes with 5 Korean Catholics,

crossed the Manchurian plains and approached the Koran border at Euiju on the icy Yalu River. (Cath.

Korea, p. 149).

60.

( 1807 ). But Korea was still forbidden to foreigners, and the country was plastered with warnings

against Christians. This 1807 edict threatens punishment of "suspicious people, Christians and those

without travel permits." Maubant was all three. How could he pass the border guards? (Soongsil U.

museum).

61.

(Sewer GateL Crossing the Yalu on the ice in the darkness of the night, he slipped through the

Euiju city wall by way of this small sewer drainage opening. He was thus the first Western priest to

enter Korea as a missionary to Koreans. (Epist. A. Kim, p. 47).

62. (Mourner) . But still every step of the long road to Seoul he traveled at peril to his life. To avoid

detection as a foreigner he wore the clothes of a Korean mourner. The hat and face-mask designed to

hide the ravages of grief on the face of the bereaved would also hide a foreigner he hoped. He had

forgotten one thing. Nothing can hide the smell of a foreigner from the nose of a Korean dog, and in

every town he was almost betrayed by the mad barking of a village cur.

63. (Bishop Laurent Imbert) . The next year two more French priests reached Korea. One of them was

Bishop Laurent Imbert, and Catholic organization was complete for a new advance. By 1838 there were

reported to be as many as 9,000 Catholics in Korea. (Kim & Chung, Cath. Korea , p. 149).
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64. (Suh-so-mun ). Another- two priests entered Korea m 1839 but within a year the greatest persecution

yet broke out and through the Little West Gate rolled the wagons of the condemned.

65. (Torture). Criminals were tortured and executed outside this Little West Gate.

"ttc L>

66. (Execution of 18391. Bishop Imbert felt that the government’s major target was the foreign priests.

So to save the Korean Christians he surrendered himself, and ordered his two French colleagues to do

the same. They were taken out to the sands of the Han River, tied together and beheaded on Sept. 21,

1839 — the first Western martyrs in Korea.

67. (Andre Kim) . But the future of the church in Korea did not depend on the survival of foreign

priests. One of the Koreans killed in the persecution of 1839 had already sent his son to Macao to study

for the priesthood. That son, Kim Tae-kon (Andre Kim), returned twice to Korea in 1843, slipping past

the guards at Euiju hidden in a herd of cattle. He was ordained a priest in Shanghai two years later,

came back again to Korea and was killed in the Persecution of 1846. It took eight strokes to cut off his

head. (Painting by Lous Chang, Le Catholicisme en Coree . p. 8).

68. (Taewon-gun) . Then came the greatest persecution of all, in 1866. And it was this man, the Prince

Regent, or Taewon-gun, father of the King, who was responsible. Samuel A. Moffett, who came to

Korea while he was still living, remembered his cold, gray eyes.

69. (Orchids') . His hobby, when he wasn’t killing Christians, was painting Korean orchids. This is one

of his paintings. It was anti-foreign-ism that turned him against the Christians. A Russian warship had

appeared at Wonsan early in 1866 bluntly demanding that Korea be opened to foreign trade. The
Taewon-gun wanted to keep Korea closed.

70. (Bishop Bemeux) . Among his advisers were some who leaned toward the Roman Catholic faith.

More French priests had come secretly into the country, including this bishop, Bemeux. Thinking to do
them a favor, the pro-Catholic palace officials suggested that the Taewon-gun ask the French bishop,

Bemeux, to suggest to his government that it bring diplomatic pressure against Russian intrusion into

Korea. (F. Trochu, S-F Bemeux . p. 64).

71. (Anti-foreign edict) . The Regent seemed to agree, but when the Russian ship unexpectedly and
voluntarily withdrew, he turned savagely against the French whose illegal presence was thus uncovered.

This is one of his anti-foreign, anti-Christian broadsides. "Destroy the Western Barbarians", it begins.

"A Warning".

72. (Martyrs) . Nine of these French priests died in the Great Persecution of 1866. No one knows how
many Korean Catholics were killed, perhaps as many as 2000. (Le Cathol .. p. 109).

73. (Bishop Mutel ). The Taewon-gun thought he had annihilated the Catholics. But when he died in

1898 the faith had crept into his own home. His wife, Princess Marie, had become a Christian. This
man, Bishop Mutel, twice crept into the persecutor’s palace - once to baptize her, and once to give her
communion. The year they buried the Taewon-gun there were 40,000 Catholics in Korea.

74- (Thomas letter. 1866) . In the year of persecution, 1866, a Welshman named Robert J. Thomas,
missionary of the London Missionary Society in Peking, wrote this letter to his home Board. "I’ve
made contact with the "annual Corean embassy and am ready to go to Korea".
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75. (Thomas portrait) . It was not a good year for missionaries in Korea, but Thomas sailed anyway on

an American schooner, the Gen. Sherman, loaded with cotton glass and tin-plate for the forbidden

markets of the Taewon-gun’s Korea.

76. (Map: Gen. ShermanL Thomas was not interested in cotton, glass and tin-plate. He had Bibles,

and the beginnings of the Koran language, for he had visited Korea already the previous year for a

month. And he had a fierce determination to open Korea to Protestant work. The ship nosed its way
into the Taetong River but never came back down again. As far as the story can be pieced together, the

captain was deceived by a combination of exceptionally high tides and a summer flood, and moved over-

confidently upstream. Pyengyang, his goal, is at the upper right.

77. (Pvengvang screen) . 48 kilometers inland, farther than such ships could usually navigate, it

approached the old northern capital, Pyongyang, shown here on a 200-300-year-old screen.A police boat

came down stream from the Taetong (Great East) Gate, at the right, to investigate and warn off the

intruder from these forbidden waters.

78. (River bank, screen) . The Korean officials were invited on board, then rashly seized and foolishly

held as hostages while the American ship demanded to see the governor. While this was going on, the

tide went out, and the ship stuck on these mud-flats just below the city.

79. (Thomas’ death! . Angered, the governor ordered wooden boats piled with blazing pine-brush floated

down against the helpless schooner. It caught fire. The crew leaped overboard and were cut down by

soldiers. This Korean Sunday School sketch of the death of Thomas is the most widely accepted account

of his martyrdom. One of the gendarmes hesitated as he was about to slay him, and Thomas, not trying

to escape, simply waited for the fatal blow.

C r

80. (Gate, screen! . The chains of the General Sherman were triumphantly hung in the Great East Gate

of Pyengyang, and the Regent was proudly informed that no mere foreigners could invade Korea with

impunity.

81. (Taetong Gate photo) . Less than 25 years later when Samuel A. Moffett first entered Pyengyang,

those chains were still there and the gate looked like this. More important, he found that some of the

Scripture portions Thomas had brought were still being kept in Korean homes.

,Y 82. (Suh Sang-Yun with Paik Hong-Chun and Choi Mvung-Oh ). Less than ten years after the death of

Thomas, Protestants began to make their first Korean converts-but this happened across the border in

Manchuria. The man standing in this picture, Suh Sang-Yun, a ginseng peddler, crossed the Yalu for

trade in Newchwang. He fell ill and was cared for by Scottish missionaries. Impressed and converted,

he was baptized in 1875. He, in turn, was instrumental in the conversion of the man at the right, who

was later to be a jail-mate of a young progressive named Syngman Rhee. But, the first of all to be

baptized was the man at the left, Paik Hong-Joon, who became a Christian in 1876. This picture was

taken in the 1890’s when all three, for a time, were working with Samuel A. Moffett.

83. (John Ross) . Suh Sang-Yun was baptized by this Scottish Presbyterian, John Ross. Ross decided,

since he could not get into Korea, to put the Bible into the Korean language. In this translation project

he had the help of the new Korean Christians.
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84. fRoss N.T.L They finished the Gospel of Luke in 1882, and this Korean New Testament in 1887.

Shortly after the first portion was done, in the early spring of 1883, Suh Sang-Yun volunteered to take

Bible portions and cross the Yalu to evangelize his homeland. Customs officials found the forbidden

Scriptures at the border and threw him into prison. But, as happens sometimes in Korean history, his

jailers turned out to be distant relatives and he was quickly released.

85. (Suh Kvung-Chol . Suh hurried to his home town of Sorai on the West Coast, distributing scriptures

there and in Seoul. Beginning with his younger brother (here, with family), he built up a community of

Christians a whole year before any Protestant foreign missionary was able to settle in Korea. As with

their Catholic brethren a century earlier, Korean Protestants have always been one jump ahead of the

missionary.

86. (Seoul Walll . Seoul in 1884 was still circled by the great stone city wall, 9,975 paces around.

Slow moving, white-robed Koreans stared curiously at the hawk-nosed, black-suited foreigner. (W.

Hough, The Bemadou. Allen & Jouv Collection in the U.S. National Museum . 1893.

87. (Seoul from NamsanL Seen from above, he said, Seoul "looks like a collection of hay stacks that

have ’wintered out’, dotted with the tile roofs of the gentry." It had a population of about 120,000. (L.

Underwood, Fifteen Years Among the Topknots , p. 3).

/ 88. (General Lucius Foote) . The American government’s representative in the capital was the newly

arrived first U.S. Minister to Korea, Gen. Lucius Foote. He came in 1882. His title of ’General’ came

from Civil War service somewhat remote from the field of battle. He had defended California as aide to

the governor but he did more notable work in Korea. (M. Lawrence, A Diplomat’s Helpmate , p. 26).

89. (Kwanghwamun) . The American diplomat had come in troubled times. The Queen, in the palace

behind this gate, had been almost murdered by a mob. Fleeing to the country, she had only recently

returned after order was restored by the Chinese Commissioner, Yuan Shih-Kai, with 3000 Chinese

troops. The Taewon-gun had been banished to China for his part in the plot.

90. (King Koiong. 1884) . This is what King Kojong really looked like in 1884, the year of Allen’s

arrival. He had already been on the throne for 20 years, since he was 12 years old, and he was the last

real king of Korea. (Lowell, Choson . frontispiece).

x 91. (Queen Min?L No one now knows what Queen Min looked like. This photograph is identified as a

"palace lady" by missionaries who had actually seen Queen Min. The story is that she had a

superstitious fear of photographs, thinking the black box (the camera) would capture her spirit.

>; 92. (Mrs. FooteL When Mrs. Foote arrived in Seoul with her husband she was the first Western

woman ever to come to Korea. The Queen was overcome with curiosity and sent her sedan chair to the

American Legation to bring the foreign woman to the palace. Here is Mrs. Foote in the queen’s

palanquin. (Lawrence, Diplomat’s Helpmate , frontispiece).

\ 93. (H.N. Alien) . The first resident Protestant missionary to Korea was a balding, red-headed, six-foot

Presbyterian medical missionary, Dr. H.G. Allen, who transferred from China to try to open up Korea
to Protestant missions where Gutzlaff and Thomas had not succeeded.
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94. (Chemulpo) . He landed sea-sick and weary at Chemulpo (now Inchon) on September 20, 1884, and

was not greatly impressed by his first observations: "a motley place of slab shanties, mud-huts, shacks

and fresh earth", he wrote. "A Chinaman called Harry", he said, "had started a ’hotel’ - a little one-

story thatched house consisting of a bar and billiard room separated by a sheet". Allen slept on the

billiard table. (Letter, Oct. 1; Centennial Papers , p. 4).

95. (Embassy Household) . The Footes had bought a spacious old home of a relative of Queen Min for

the U.S. Legation residence. But Mrs. Foote had been nervous that there was no Western doctor in

Korea. So Dr. Allen’s arrival was providential as far as she was concerned. Dr. Allen soon learned

that missionaries were forbidden in Korea, but he happily agreed to accept the offer of Gen. Foote to be

physician to the Legation.

>

V 96. (Kim Ok-Kiun) . About two months after Allen’s arrival all hell broke loose at the palace. Kim Ok-

Kiun, a young reformer and his group of political progressives invited their major opponents of the

dominant conservative faction to a banquet in the palace grounds celebrating the new Korean postal

service. (Longford, Story of Korea , p. 328).

> 97. (Min Yong-Ik). Kim’s great rival was Prince Min Yong-Ik, leader of the conservatives and cousin

of Queen Min. During the banquet, at a given signal, hired assassins broke through the doors and

attacked the conservatives. The Prince was slashed about the head and body and fell severely wounded.

98. (von Mollendorf). One of the guests at the banquet was a tall young German, P.G. von

Mollendorff, who had been installed some two years earlier as Korea’s first Commissioner of Customs.

He gathered the prince into his arms and carried him to his own home nearby.

- 99. (Sedan chairs) . General Foote, who had also been a guest at the banquet, sent one of the sedan

chairs which was waiting outside the palace wall racing across town to bring Dr. Allen. He told the

startled company that there was a "miracle worker" at the American legation. Allen arrived to find local

medical practitioners about to pour boiling pitch into the Prince’s wounds. He hesitated a moment, since

it seemed the man was dying, and once he touched him he might be held liable. But he was a doctor

and a Christian and he had no choice. He began desperately to try to stop the bleeding. For three

months the Prince hovered between life and death...

100. (Map, hospital site) . Then the fever broke, and a grateful royal family asked what reward they

could give Dr. Allen. "Let me open a hospital", he said. The King readily agreed and gave the home

of one of the plotting reformers who had been beaten to death after the coup failed. In April, 1885, on

the spot marked on this old city map between the Kyung-Bok and Chang-Duk palaces, the hospital

opened. It was the first legally permitted Christian institution ever to open its doors in the Hermit

Kingdom.

X 101. (Palace girls) . The royal favor was not always an unmixed blessing. Not long after the opening,

the King regally sent over a gift to Allen - a bevy of dancing girls from the palace. The missionary

doctor was very flustered and unsure what to do. This was a shocking but delicate culture conflict.

Fortunately, Mrs. Allen came to the rescue with very wise advice. "You can’t send them back", she

said. "That would be a terrible insult to the King." "But what will I do with them?" "Why don’t you

train them as nurses", said his practical wife — which may have been what the King intended in the first

place, for one class of palace kisaeng had traditionally been trained in oriental medical health-care.
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v
102

.
(Underwood). In- the same month that the Royal Hospital opened, a second Presbyterian

missionary arrived in Korea. This man was a clergyman. His name was Horace Grant Underwood.

He was a young bachelor whose brother was busy at the time inventing a typewriter. (L. Underwood,

Underwood of Korea , p. 54).

> 103. (Royal Hospital) . Open evangelistic work still being forbidden. Underwood helped out at the

hospital for a while. But his usefulness as a medical assistant was less than desired since he kept

fainting during operations.

>104. (Underwood itinerating! . Though stationed in Seoul-, he began making long trips far into the

interior of the country doing pioneer evangelism, winning little groups of new believers and establishing

churches. When he married some years later, his wife, a medical doctor, and little son, Horace, often

went with him.

y 105. (Appenzeller) . On the same boat which brought Underwood to Korea was a Methodist missionary

pioneer, Henry G. Appenzeller, and his wife. But Korea in 1885 was a dangerous place for a Western

woman without diplomatic protection and the Appenzellers were ordered back to Japan for some months

before they could return to establish resident Methodist work in Korea.

" ^
* 106. (Samuel Austin Moffetf). Whenanother Presbyterian missionary, Samuel Moffett, arrivedikse

years later,jf was still forbidden by the Korean government to preach the Christian faith openly, and

missionaries were not allowed to live outside the safety of two treaty ports, Seoul and Pusan.

t 107. (Moffett Korean Clothes) . After a few months teaching in the boys’ school (a kind of orphanage)

already started by the Presbyterian missionaries in Seoul, Moffett felt more and more restless confined

under the artificial protection of a treaty port. So, despite all warnings, he pushed off into the still

restricted interior of the country to try to establish a residence and begin Christian work in the northern

half of the pininsula, dressing sometimes in Korean clothes to attract less notice.

I 108. (Pyeng-Yang ). He pushed north into the old capital of Pyengyang, a city so old that its walls had

been built in the days of David and Solomon. It was famous for its street mobs and tiger hunters.

> 109. (PY - East Gate) . When a foreigner walked in, alone and unarmed, a mob quickly formed and

stoned him in the streets near the old East Gate.

> HO. (PY first home) . But rather than running away, he stayed, first recovering from his wounds in a

mud house near the river, than boldly renting this house only a stone’s throw from the gate where he
had been attacked by the mob. He was the first Protestant missionary to establish long-term residence in

all of North Korea.

111. (Seoul Women) . The pioneer Protestant missionaries brought the Christian Gospel to Korea with

integrity to his full Biblical witness. The history of God’s creative and redemptive work in the world
came with transforming power in unashamed evangelistic appeal, demonstrable Christian love for

physical and material needs, and a strong emphasis upon nurture of the mind under the discipline of

Christian education. Koreans already had a passion for education under their Confucian system of

governing principles but only the men were beneficiaries of the traditional system of education. Women
were left oppressed, sequestered and without public identity.
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112. (Mrs. Scranton) . It took a strong-minded Methodist woman, Mrs. Scranton, founder of Ewha
girls’ school (now Ewha Women’s University), to challenge this system. She ran head on into a stone

wall of opposition. When she approached one Korean scholar announcing that she was starting a school

for girls and asking him to send his daughter, he snorted, "Can cows read"?

113. (Ewha Hakdangl . But the Christians started schools for girls, anyway. This is an early picture

(about 1892) of Mrs. Scranton’s Ewha girls’ school showing some of the first students and their

Methodist women missionary teachers.

114. (Pilgrim’s Progress’) . There were revolutions: the literary revolution, for example, as missionaries

helped to rescue the wonderful Korean phonetic, (hangul,) from the contempt heaped on it by scholars

because it was too easy. They also encouraged Korean artists to remain Korean, and not copy Western

illustrations in Christian classics like Pilgrim’s Progress .

115. (S.A.M. - Kyungsinl . There were times, even, when they influenced political movements. When
Moffett first came to Korea in 1890 he was asked to take charge of this little school. One of the Korean

teachers at the school was An Chang-Ho, identified as the man at the upper right in this picture.

Stimulated by the new ideals he learned from the missionaries about Christian freedom and human

dignity, he later became one of the heroes of the Korean Independence movement when the Japanese

tried to crush his country.

116. (Early Christians) . But an even more important revolution was quietly taking place. Here is a

group of early Christians in Korea — just about all the Protestant men there were in Seoul at the time.

117. (Noh To-SaL On July 11, 1886, Mr. Underwood baptized this man, Noh To-Sa, the first Korean

ever to receive Protestant baptism in Korea. Underwood warned him, "You are risking your life being

baptized." "I know", he said, and asked for the sacrament.

118. (William McKenzie) . There were losses, too, along the way. William McKenzie of Canada, came

to Korea in December of 1893 and died tragically after only a year and a half. You might say his story

is the story of a failure. When he told his fiancee he was going to Korea, she broke the engagement.

(E. McCully, A Com of Wheat).

119. (Korean homel . He followed the Lord’s call anyway, and went out alone and probably

brokenhearted into a country district where he settled in to live with the Suh family in this house in the

village of Sorai, by the Yellow Sea.

> 1

120. (Sorai Church) . The Christians in Sorai were building a church, it was the first church ever built

by the Koreans, themselves, entirely with their own money.

(Church flag !. They asked McKenzie to help them make a flag, and he designed one with a cross.

That is why today every Protestant church in Korea has a cross.
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122. (Suh family! . He was warmly welcomed by the Suh family and by the little group of believers in

that village, who were hungry for more intensive Christian instruction and discipline. Samuel Moffett

helped him get settled. This soon became his family. Some missionaries thought McKenzie had gone

overboard in living like a Korean. And perhaps they were partly right. The isolation, the heat, the

disease all about him proved too much, and one day, delirious with disease and out of his head with a

high fever, he put a gun to his head and shot himself. Was he a failure?

123. (Gravel . When McKenzie’s fellow missionaries came to claim his body for burial the villagers

refused to let them take it. "He belongs to us now", they said. And they buried him where he

belonged, in their village - in their Christian village. For years those simple people saw to it that his

grave was kept spotless. In this picture, little Philip Suh, the first Korean baptized as an infant, stands

beside it. Failure? No, that’s just the beginning of the Christian history of Korea. The church always

begins with what the world calls failure. But the world has no place for the resurrection.



Moffett: korchris.beg

HOW CHRISTIANITY CAME TO KOREA

by Sam and Eileen Moffett

1. (Carolers) . Korea has one of the strongest and largest Christian communities in all of Asia. Its rate

of growth is four times that of the general population. Its presence is visible everywhere. The city of

Seoul alone has nearly 6,000 Protestant churches. But nobody really knows when Christianity first

reached Korea. All we can say for certain is that the Christian faith is not, as is often supposed, a

modem western import from Europe and America. It did not come first that way at all.

2. (Granite cross) . It came from Asia. Some say it came into Korea 1200 years ago with Nestorian

Christians from China. They point to this stone cross found at Kyungju as proof that there were

Christians in Korea in the 8th century, in Silla times. But the cross was found at Pulguksa, a Buddhist

temple. It was being used as a charm to aid in difficult child-births. Who knows where it originally

came from, or how old it is? (Soongsil Univ. museum).

3. (Marco Polo). It is true, however, that Christianity in East Asia has time and time again proved to

be older than even the experts have guessed. Once we thought we could trace it back with certainty

only about 700 years to Marco Polo’s famous trip across Asia to China. Marco Polo, who is shown

here passing by the great stone cliff-Buddhas of Central Asia, found Christians at the court of Kublai

Khan in Peking in 1300 AD. That would make Christianity in China 700 years old.

4. (Nestorian Monument). Then one day in 1623, workmen excavating a building site in Sian, China,

unearthed a great block of black granite, exquisitely carved with a long inscription and a curious design

near the top. This is the famous Nestorian Monument. (W. Budge, The Monks of Kublai Khan , p. 33).

5. (Map. Chang’an) . Now Sian (in the lower left comer of this map) is the modem name of historic

Chang’an. It was the capital city of all China in the days when the T’ang dynasty was the greatest

power center in the world.

6. (Cross and Lotus) . On the polished surface of the monument you see at the top of this rubbing Is a

cross rising out of a lotus blossom. This is a significant mingling of eastern and western religious

symbols. The date of the inscription was 781 AD. Could the cross have been in China 600 years

before Marco Polo?

7. (Large characters) . That is precisely what the monument astonishingly recorded: the coming of

Christianity to China in the year 635 AD. The large characters read: A Monument commemorating the

Propagation of the Ta-ch’in Luminous Religion in the Middle Kingdom. Ta-ch’in is Syria. Why Syria?

8. (Map #\. Edessa) . Because Syria was the home of the ancient Church of the East, which Westerners

usually call Nestorian. Its major city was Antioch and its mother church was Edessa, the earliest center

of Christianity outside the Roman Empire, and a major caravan stop on the Old Silk Road that crossed

Asia for 5000 miles from Antioch to China.
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(Map #2
,
from Antioch to Edessa to Turfan).

10. (Wall painting! . This was the route of the first missionaries to China. Archaeologists have

discovered 1200 year old wall paintings like this at the desert oasis of Turfan near the Chinese border.

It represents an 8th or 9th c. Palm Sunday service in Central Asia. A Nestorian priest is holding a palm

branch as believers come to one of the Christian churches along the Old Silk Road.

11. (Map #2. to China) . From Antioch to Edessa to Turfan, and then through the Jade Gate of the

Great Wall of China, and on to the T’ang dynasty capital at Chang’an, came missionaries going east,

and silk moving west.

12. (Inscription) . A long inscription on the monument told of the coming of Alopen, a Persian

missionary of the Nestorians and how he reached Chang’an, the Chinese capital probably with a caravan

traveling from Baghdad across the roof of the world along that Old Silk Road. His name is at upper

right ("lo-pen").

13. (Chosroes). Why a Persian? Why not a Syrian? Because by the 7th century the Nestorians had

been driven out of the Roman Empire by orthodox Catholics and had found refuge in Persia ruled by the

great Sassanian emperors, like Chosroes I pictured here in gold and silver. One of this emperor’s wives

was a Nestorian Christian. (Freer).

14. (Tai Tsung) . So from Persia to China, from one great empire to another came the missionary, and

was received with surprising warmth by this man, Tai Tsung . founder of the T’ang dynasty and one of

the greatest rulers China has ever had. It was an unanticipated providence, because Tai Tsung began his

reign with an aversion to foreign religions. Buddhism he rejected as Western; only Confucianism was

truly Chinese. But just four years before Alopen ’s arrival he had changed his mind and adopted an

attitude of enlightened toleration of all religions. (Taiwan Palace Museum).

15. (Syriac) . He was especially pleased to find that the new religion was a religion with scriptures, and

told Alopen and his fellow missionaries as they joined him (their names are listed on the monument, on

the side, in Syriac script) to begin translating their sacred books into Chinese. Overnight, with the

discovery of this monument, the accepted history of Christianity in the Far East was rolled back from

700 years ago (Marco Polo), to 1300 years ago.

16. (Voltaire) . Well, not quite overnight. Back in Europe Voltaire (shown here acrobatically dressing

and dictating to a secretary at the same time)-Voltaire and the rationalists greeted the suggestion that

Christianity might not be a recent European import into Asia with enormous skepticism. The
monument, he said, was a Jesuit forgery - a pious fraud to give a foreign faith instant respectability in a

land that venerated age. (DeVries, Atlas of World Hist., p. 128).

17. (Messiah Sutra) . But time has proved the monument’s authenticity. Once historians knew what to

look for, all kinds of documents and references in Chinese archives were found. One was this Nestorian

Messiah sutra dating back to as early as 683. It might well have been one of those written and

translated by ALOPEN in the Emperor’s library. (Saeki, p. 147, 124 - Hsu-t’ing Messiah Sutra - Hsu-
Ting being pronounced "Ye-chu", or "Jesus", in old Chinese, according to Saeki).
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18. (Duke Kwoh Tzu-vi) . As the new faith spread in China it attracted powerful protectors, like Duke
Kwoh Tzu-yi, shown here receiving a delegation of Uighurs, a Central Asian tribe which had a large

proportion of Christians at the time. This able general had put down the critical An Lu-shan rebellion,

saved the country from a Tibetan invasion, and is a symbol of the military protection that the early

T’ang dynasty church enjoyed. (Taiwan Palace Museum).

19. (Map, Anshan) . Nestorianism spread through all of China’s 72 provinces, as this map of

authenticated Nestorian sites shows. But did it ever actually reach Korea back there in the days of

Unified Silla? We know there was constant exchange between the Silla court at Kyongju and the T’ang

court at Chang’an, where the Persian missionaries settled. And a T’ang army had helped Silla unify the

peninsula. But the nearest Nestorian site to Korea on this map is at Anshan, north of the Yalu, in

Manchuria. (Saeki, p. 356).

20. (Tile crosses') . There at Anshan in 1927 Japanese excavators found an ancient tomb holding the

remains of 7 bodies. Tile crosses were set up at the head of each. Saeki, the Japanese scholar, is

convinced that this was the tomb of a powerful Nestorian Christian family from Liaoyang. Sung dynasty

coins in the tomb bore the dates 998 and 1006 AD. Was Anshan at that time Korean or Manchurian

(Khitan)? (Saeki, p. 440).

21. (Map, border! . In the 7th century it had indeed been Korean (Koguryo), as this map indicates.

Anshan is near Liaoyang. But the tomb is dated by the coins as late 10th century. Anshan was then

Khitan, not Korean. The most we can say as far as a Korean connection with Christianity that early, is

that in what had recently been Korea, at Anshan, there were Christians living and dying 1000 years ago

holding to the ancient Eastern faith of the old Persian missionaries. (Map, in Fitzgerald, Son of

Heaven
, p. 192).

22. (Nestorian cross) . The most common evidence of their once pervasive presence are the bronze

Nestorian crosses which turn up from time to time in graves and excavations all across Central Asia. It

is said that one or two have been found in Kyongju, but with no way of determining their date or

provenance. I might add that the swastika does not belong exclusively to Buddhists or Nazis. It is the

ancient Greek cross (Gammedion) used by early Christians as a symbol of Christ the cornerstone of the

church.

23. (Genghiz Khan) . When the T’ang dynasty, under which the church had spread in China for 200

years, fell in the tenth century, Nestorian Christianity was utterly wiped out in the empire. But it came

back, as it usually does, 300 years later. And it came back strangely enough under this man, Genghiz

Khan. It came back through his marriage and military alliances with the Keraits, an east-Central Asian

tribe, who were Nestorian Christians. In fact, there came to be so many Christians at the Mongol court

that reports filtered back to Europe that Genghiz was none other than the legendary Prester John,

Christian king of Asia, coming to join the crusades and rescue Jerusalem from Islam.

24. (Mongol Cavalry) . But when Mongol cavalry broke across the Volga and began to butcher Christian

Russian princes, that bubbl of hopw burst very quickly. "They’re not Christians.. They are the soldiers

of anti-Christ", muttered Roger Bacon; and the more pious prepared for the end of the world.

(Cameron & Brake, Peking , p. 105).

25. (Mongol Princess) . In the Far East, however, the Mongols were amazingly tolerant. Genghiz

married his fourth son, Tuli, to a Kerait princess, a Nestorian Christian. Princess Sorkaktani (Sorocan)



or (Syurkuk-Teni) may have looked much like this unnamed princess in an old picture in the Taiwan

Palace museum. The boot-shaped hat is typical of Mongol female royalty. Princess Sorkaktani became

a power in the line of succession and was the mother of three royal sons. (Taiwan Palace Museum).
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26. (Khublai Khan) . Her third son was Khublai Khan, seated in white ermine on the black horse, the

conqueror of China. He was no Christian himself but was remarkably open to Christians and actively

sought relationships with Christian Europe. He sent two Nestorian monks, both Mongols, as envoys to

the West. One became Patriarch of the whole Nestorian church, with its center in Baghdad. The other

went on as Khublai ’s ambassador to the Pope, to the king of France, and to King Edward the First of

England. (Taipei Palace Museum).

27. (Great Wall) . But did Khublai ever send any Christians into Kora? On his way to be crowned 5th

Khan, in 1259, Khublai received th submission of the Korean crown prince near the Great Wall. From
then on until the end of the Koryo dynasty 130 years later, Korean princes and even kings were often

held as hostages in the Chinese court.

28. (Wall tower) . There, beyond the Great Wall, in Peking, royal Korean princes were regularly

married to Mongol princesses, and given the high ratio of Nestorians among Mongol royal women, it is

tempting to speculate that some of the Koryo queens may have originally been Christians.

29. (Mongol Helmet) . But the only tangible evidence of a Christian presence in Korea in the Koryo

period is this Mongol helmet, preserved in the Mongol Invasion Museum in Fukuoka, Japan. Note the

silver inlaid cross. Its Christian owner must have been one of the Uighur horsemen in Khublai Khan’s

invading army of 1287 which used Korea as a staging area for the attack on Japan. Whoever he was, he

was killed when the Mongol fleet was destroyed off Fukuoka by the "divine wind", the kamikaze

typhoon which ended Chinese hopes of conquering Japan. With the fall of Peking to the Ming in 1368

the tolerant rule of the Mongols came to an end, and Christians were massacred throughout China. 300

years of silence followed.

30. (Portuguese Captain-Maior) . But towards the end of the 16th century a new wave of Christianity

swept into the Far East. This time it came from Portugal to India to Japan, and on into Korea. And at

last its presence on the peninsula is live and documented. The first recorded European "to look on the

wild coast of Korea" was Captain-Major Domingo Monteiro, whose ship was almost wrecked off Cheju-

do in 1577. Here is a Japanese screen-painting of that time depicting just such a Portuguese Capt.-Maj.

(Boxer, Fidalgos).

31. (Lisbon) . It was the dawn of the Age of Discovery, and the point of departure for the Portuguese

merchant-explorers was Lisbon harbor. With the explorers sailed Christian missionaries in a new wave
of Christian expansion, led most notably by Jesuits. (Brinton, Christopher.., Hist, of Civilization . I. p.

588).

32. (Carrack). They sailed around Africa to Goa, Malacca and up the China Seas to Japan in great, nw
three-masted carracks, the wonders of the world when they first appeared around 1550. They weighed
up to 2000 tons which is 11 times as big as the Mayflower (180 tons) and could carry 800 to 1000 men
with food supplies for 8 months. One missionary complained mildly that he was packed into the bowels
of the boat for three months with ten thousand head of live chickens. (M. Cooper, Rodriguez the

Interpreter
, p. 160 f.; Plattner, Jesuits Go East , p. 25 f.).
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33. (Ungchon Bay) . The only one of those early Jesuits to reach Korea, and the first European known
to have actually landed on Korean soil, stepped ashore on this bay near Chinhae, Dec. 27, 1593. He
was Gregorio de Cespedes, a Spaniard. It was two days after Christmas, "and very cold", he wrote,

which is actually about all he does say about Korea.

34. (Hideyoshi). For de Cespedes came not as a missionary to Korea but as a chaplain to the invading

Japanese armies of this man, Hideyoshi, seen here in a contemporary portrait. He came at the request

of Hideyoshi’s most famous warrior-general, the "Christian daimyo), Konishi, leader of the Japanese

vanguard and first to land with his troops at Pusan. (Cooper, Rodriguez ... p. 160 ff).

35. (PY Battle Screen) . Konishi took Seoul in two weeks, and pushed north toward the Yalu River.

Then the Chinese entered the war, as has happened more than once in Korean history. They attacked

Konishi in Pyongyang, as this old battle screen painting shows. Konishi is defending the wall at the

gate; the Chinese and Koreans are attacking. (Soongsil Univ. museum).

36. (Soonchun Forf) . The Japanese retreated south and built a Pusan perimeter of defense, a series of

forts along the south coast, like this one near Soonchun. But that winter, morale sank low among the

Japanese troops isolated in their forts.

37. (Ungch’on Fort) . It was in the fort on top of this hill at Ungch’on, 8 miles east of Chinhae, that

Konishi tried to rally his cold and hungry troops after the retreat. There were about 18,000 Christians

in his army, for this was what is called the Christian century in Japan. Japan had a higher percentage f

Christians in its population in that 16th century than it does now. So Konishi, hoping that the presence

of a Christian chaplain would raise his men’s morale, sent to Japan for one of the Jesuit missionaries.

38. (Remains of Fort) . Some of the stones of the old Japanese fort still lie on top of the hill above the

bay into which de Cespedes sailed at Christmas 1593. As I said, it is not quite accurate to call him the

first Christian missionary to Korea. He was a devout and able missionary to Japan, but in Korea he was

only a chaplain to invading troops, and as far as we know he met no Koreans during his few months on

the peninsula, behind the walls of this fort.

39. (Martyrdoms. 15971 . There is, however, one important footnote that must be added to the story of

de Cespedes. Four years after he returned to Japan, the great persecutions began that were to wipe out

Christianity in that land for two hundred years. This old print pictures the first of the great martyrdoms,

at Nagasaki in 1597. In the midst of the massacres, de Cespedes wrote to a friend that he, too, longed

for a martyr’s crown. (Cooper, Rodriguez ., p. 165).

40. (Martyrs') . He never won that crown, and yet, in a sense he had his share in those persecutions, one

of which is shown here. On his way back to Japan he found that Gen. Konishi had sent two captive

Korean boys as presents to his daughter, wife of the daimyo of Tsushima, de Cespedes freed one of

them, took him to Japan and entered him in the Jesuit seminary. His name is given as Vincent Caoun

(probably Kwen). He became a priest. And in 1625 the Korean priest was arrested and burned on a

cross. The boy de Cespedes had rescued became one of the earliest of Korean Christians, and the first,

as far as we know, of Korean martyrs. ("Japanese Martyrs", by Hasegawa, in J. Spae, Catholicism in

Japan , p. 8). But in Japan, the church was wiped out in what the Japanese call "the 200 years of

Silence".

41.

(Ricci) . The first real Christian contact directly with Korea came through the Jesuits in China, not
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in Japan. Six or seven years after de Cespedes left Korea, the famous Matthew Ricci arrived in Peking.

At first he had dressed as a Buddhist priest, hoping to blend into the Chinese scene. But when he found

in what contempt Buddhist priests were held by Chinese intellectuals, he changed to the robes of a

Confucian scholar, as we see him here. (L.J. Gallagher, China in 16th c: Journals of M. Ricci , front).

42. (Ricci’s True Doctrine') . As early as 1631 a member of the annual Korean embassy to Peking

(Chung Du-won) brought back with him a copy of one of Ricci’s Christian books in Chinese: "The True

Doctrine of the God of Heaven". (Kim & Chung, Catholic Korea , p. 74). (Ricci = Yi Ma-Tou).

43. (Adam Schall) . Ricci’s successor in Peking was Adam Schall (Tang Yak-Mang). He made even

more direct contact with Korea. In 1637 when the Manchus, on their way to conquer China and its

Ming dynasty, decided to protect their southern flank by subduing Korea and forced King Imjo to

surrender after the siege of Namhan-sansong (South Han fortress), they took back with them to China

the crown prince, So-hyon, as hostage. There the Korean prince often saw and talked to the Jesuit priest

who had been appointed court astronomer after a dramatic duel with Chinese and Moslem astronomers

to predict the exact time of an impending eclipse of the sun. Note the astrolabe at his right hand. (R.

Attwater, Adam Schall . fronds).

44. (Astrolabe) . When the Korean prince returned to Seoul in 1645 he brought back with him as gifts

from Schall Christian books and pictures, and a globe, perhaps like this one at Soongsil Univ. Museum.
He also brought with him three Chinese Catholic court ladies and five Christian eunuchs. What the

effect of this entry of Chinese Christians into the Yi dynasty palace more than 200 years before the

opening of Korea might have been, we shall never know. Two months after his return the prince died

and the Chinese Christians were sent back to Peking.

45. (Wreck of the Sparrowhawk) . The next Christians in Korea were Protestants, the 26 Dutchmen of

the wreck of the Sparrowhawk on Cheju Island in 1653 (just 8 years after the Chinese Catholics had

been returned to Peking). The shipwrecked Dutchmen were not very pious Protestants, but at least they

identified themselves as "Kirishitans" under questioning. (G. Ledyard, The Dutch Come to Korea , p.

21 ).

46. (Dutch ship) . What was a Dutch ship doing in Korea? When the Tokugawa shogunate outlawed

Catholics at the beginning of the 17th century it found that it had cut itself off from the profitable

Portuguese trade with the West. They looked about for an alternative, and found the Dutch, who
happily informed them that they were not at all Catholic, but Calvinist. As such, the Japanese ruled,

they were not subject to execution in Japan. So Dutch ships like this, pictured on an old Japanese plate,

flying the flag of the House of Orange, replaced the Portuguese carracks. And it was a Dutch ship that

ran aground on Cheju Island.

47. (Taken prisoner) . When the Sparrowhawk survivors identified themselves as Christians, they didn’t

know that kirishitan in Japan meant Catholic, and that a complicated trade agreement between Japan and
Korea after the Hideyoshi wars included a 1644 understanding that castaways on the Koran coast from
ships bound for Japan would be reported and sent to Nagasaki, where Catholics among them would be
executed. (Ledyard, p. 19).

48. (Korean Court) . Actually, as Protestants, they were not subject to such harsh punishment, but the

Koreans did not know the difference. Anyway, the matter was postponed and obscured, and the Dutch
remained prisoners of the Korean king for 13 years. The king surely did not look like this old Dutch
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wood-cut from Hamel’s account of his Journey , reproduced in the Royal Asiatic Society book, Ledyard’s

The Dutch Come to Korea . Hamel and 15 other survivors escaped in two groups, 1666 and 1668.

(Ibid, p. 53).

49. (Mathematics bookL After the Dutch, came another hundred years of silence. Korea completely

shut itself off from outside contacts. It became known as "the hermit kingdom". But, beginning about

1777 a group of Confucian scholars began to study books like this brought back from Peking in the

annual embassies. This is a work on Mathematics by Ricci. (Soongsil Univ. Museum).

50. (Chinese Embassy Arch) . Then came another 100 years of silence. But in 1783, intrigued by the

Ricci books, a group of Confucian scholars determined to send one of their number, Lee Seung-hun,

with the annual embassy to Peking for more information. Every year the embassy wound its way past

this old Chinese embassy arch, near where Independence Arch now stands, to pay their respects and

make trade connections with the Manchu dynasty. But when Lee found former Jesuit missionaries in

Peking and talked with them he learned more than western science and trade possibilities. He was

converted to the Christian faith.

51. (Chong Yak-Jong baptismal certificate) . Peter Lee returned full of zeal to form a church in Korea

but he had had only a few weeks of instruction. Not knowing quite how to proceed, the little group

simply chose their own bishops and priests and began to baptize converts. This baptismal certificate for

one of those early Christians, Chong Yak-Jong, is dated 1790. [They knew they should worship every 7

days, but not knowing what day was Sunday, they simply chose the 1st, 7th, 14th, etc. of the lunar

calendar]. (Soongsil Univ. Museum).

52. (Chong Yak-Jong. portrait! . This is a portrait of that early convert, Chong Yak-Jong, whose

baptismal certificate you have just seen. This man came from a famous Confucian family. In fact, his

older brother, Chong Yak-Yong, better known as Ta-San, is renowned as one of the four or five most

respected scholars in Korean history, leader of the Sil-hak (or Practical Learning) school of thought,

which advocated economic and governmental reform and less philosophical speculation. (Soongsil

Christian Museum).

53. (ToiangL After the baptism of the younger brother, Chong Yak-Jong, this younger Chong changed

his personal seal (tojang) to bear witness to his new faith. The seal carries a figure, bearing a cross, as

can be seen in one of the books from his library, a Confucian Classic, the I-Ching (Book of Changes).

The more famous older brother was also greatly influenced by the writings of the Jesuit missionaries,

but was probably never baptized.

54. (Fr. Chou’s Martyrdom) . When word reached Peking about the unorthodox practices of the little

group of Korean Catholics - they had even begun to choose their own priests - the bishop sent a

missionary to instruct them. Father James Chou, who crossed the border in 1794 to become the first

missionary to Korea was not a Westerner. He was Chinese (Chou Wen-Mou, in his own Chinese

language; Chu Moon-Mo, in Korean). Six short years later he was dead. This is an artist’s conception

of his martyrdom in 1801. Executed about the same time was the young Chong Yak-Jong, from the

family of Confucian scholars. (Cath. Korea
, p. 80).

55. (Korean Chief) . The hundred years from 1784 to 1884 have been called "the Catholic century in

Korea", but a few Protestants did manage to enter the forbidden land. In 1816 two British ships

charting the west coast south of Taech’on Beach met this Korean chief (sketched here by an artist in
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England from the oral description of one of the officers). The ship’s captain (Maxwell of the Alceste)

presented him with a Bible, presumably in English. It may have been the first complete Bible ever

brought to Korea. (J.M’leod, Voyage of HMS Alceste . 44, 50.

56. (Gutzlaff). 16 years later another British ship brought the first Western missionary to touch Korean

soil (excluding de Cespedes as a chaplain). He was a Protestant, the eccentric but indefatigable Carl

Friederich Augustus Gutzlaff. Here he looks more like a Malay pirate than the German he was, because

wherever he went he wore native dress, and here he was in the South Asian Seas.

57. (Title page) . Gutzlaff s book, Journal of Three Voyages .. is the earliest record of Protestant

missionary work in Korea. Chapter 6 is on Korea. He hoisted a large flag on the ship with the Chinese

characters "Religion of Jesus Christ", hoping to contact some of the persecuted Catholics in Korea, but

found no traces of them. Dallef s History (I, p. 375) says that some Catholics at least found him,

attracted by the flag, but were frightened by his words of greeting, which they could not understand, and

fled.

58. (Wonsamdo). Gutzlaff established one strong missionary tradition which is still faithfully followed

in Korea. He spent the latter half of July and the first half of August, 1832, on the beaches of the

Yellow Sea. His longest stop was at Wonsan-do, the island just off Taech’on Beach, where he put the

Lord’s Prayer into Korean, distributed Bibles, and with characteristic Protestant practicality taught the

islanders how to plant potatoes. Cheju Island, he said as he left Korea, would make an ideal mission

station, and would be no more dangerous for missionaries than New Zealand.

59. (Pierre Maubanf) . A young French priest, Pierre-Philibert Maubant, who had been scheduled to

meet Bishop Bruguiere at the border and enter Korea with him resolved not to turn back at the bishop’s

death. At midnight on Jan. 12, 1836 he slipped through the Barrier of Stakes with 5 Korean Catholics,

crossed the Manchurian plains and approached the Koran border at Euiju on the icy Yalu River. (Cath.

Korea, p. 149).

60. ( 18071 . But Korea was still forbidden to foreigners, and the country was plastered with warnings

against Christians. This 1807 edict threatens punishment of "suspicious people, Christians and those

without travel permits." Maubant was all three. How could he pass the border guards? (Soongsil U.

museum).

61. (Sewer Gate! . Crossing the Yalu on the ice in the darkness of the night, he slipped through the

Euiju city wall by way of this small sewer drainage opening. He was thus the first Western priest to

enter Korea as a missionary to Koreans. (Epist. A. Kim, p. 47).

62. (Mourner) . But still every step of the long road to Seoul he traveled at peril to his life. To avoid

detection as a foreigner he wore the clothes of a Korean mourner. The hat and face-mask designed to

hide the ravages of grief on the face of the bereaved would also hide a foreigner he hoped. He had
forgotten one thing. Nothing can hide the smell of a foreigner from the nose of a Korean dog, and in

every town he was almost betrayed by the mad barking of a village cur.

63. (Bishop Laurent Imberf) . The next year two more French priests reached Korea. One of them was
Bishop Laurent Imbert, and Catholic organization was complete for a new advance. By 1838 there were
reported to be as many as 9,000 Catholics in Korea. (Kim & Chung, Cath. Korea , p. 149).
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64. (Suh-so-mun). Another two priests entered Korea in 1839 but within a year the greatest persecution

yet broke out and through the Little West Gate rolled the wagons of the condemned.

65. (Torture) . Criminals were tortured and executed outside this Little West Gate.

66. (Execution of 1839). Bishop Imbert felt that the government’s major target was the foreign priests.

So to save the Korean Christians he surrendered himself, and ordered his two French colleagues to do
the same. They were taken out to the sands of the Han River, tied together and beheaded on Sept. 21,

1839 — the first Western martyrs in Korea.

67. (Andre Kim) . But the future of the church in Korea did not depend on the survival of foreign

priests. One of the Koreans killed in the persecution of 1839 had already sent his son to Macao to study

for the priesthood. That son, Kim Tae-kon (Andre Kim), returned twice to Korea in 1843, slipping past

the guards at Euiju hidden in a herd of cattle. He was ordained a priest in Shanghai two years later,

came back again to Korea and was killed in the Persecution of 1846. It took eight strokes to cut off his

head. (Painting by Lous Chang, Le Catholicisme en Coree . p. 8).

68. (Taewon-gun) . Then came the greatest persecution of all, in 1866. And it was this man, the Prince

Regent, or Taewon-gun, father of the King, who was responsible. Samuel A. Moffett, who came to

Korea while he was still living, remembered his cold, gray eyes.

69. (Orchids) . His hobby, when he wasn’t killing Christians, was painting Korean orchids. This is one

of his paintings. It was anti-foreign-ism that turned him against the Christians. A Russian warship had

appeared at Wonsan early in 1866 bluntly demanding that Korea be opened to foreign trade. The

Taewon-gun wanted to keep Korea closed.

70. (Bishop Bemeux) . Among his advisers were some who leaned toward the Roman Catholic faith.

More French priests had come secretly into the country, including this bishop, Bemeux. Thinking to do

them a favor, the pro-Catholic palace officials suggested that the Taewon-gun ask the French bishop,

Bemeux, to suggest to his government that it bring diplomatic pressure against Russian intrusion into

Korea. (F. Trochu, S-F Bemeux . p. 64).

71. (Anti-foreign edict) . The Regent seemed to agree, but when the Russian ship unexpectedly and

voluntarily withdrew, he turned savagely against the French whose illegal presence was thus uncovered.

This is one of his anti-foreign, anti-Christian broadsides. "Destroy the Western Barbarians", it begins.

"A Warning".

72. (Martyrs) . Nine of these French priests died in the Great Persecution of 1866. No one knows how

many Korean Catholics were killed, perhaps as many as 2000. (Le Cathol .. p. 109).

73. (Bishop Mutel) . The Taewon-gun thought he had annihilated the Catholics. But when he died in

1898 the faith had crept into his own home. His wife, Princess Marie, had become a Christian. This

man, Bishop Mutel, twice crept into the persecutor’s palace - once to baptize her, and once to give her

communion. The year they buried the Taewon-gun there were 40,000 Catholics in Korea.

74. (Thomas letter. 1866) . In the year of persecution, 1866, a Welshman named Robert J. Thomas,

missionary of the London Missionary Society in Peking, wrote this letter to his home Board. "I’ve

made contact with the "annual Corean embassy and am ready to go to Korea".
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75. (Thomas portrait) . It was not a good year for missionaries in Korea, but Thomas sailed anyway on

an American schooner, the Gen. Sherman, loaded with cotton glass and tin-plate for the forbidden

markets of the Taewon-gun’s Korea.

76. (Map: Gen. Shermanl . Thomas was not interested in cotton, glass and tin-plate. He had Bibles,

and the beginnings of the Koran language, for he had visited Korea already the previous year for a

month. And he had a fierce determination to open Korea to Protestant work. The ship nosed its way

into the Taetong River but never came back down again. As far as the story can be pieced together, the

captain was deceived by a combination of exceptionally high tides and a summer flood, and moved over-

confidently upstream. Pyengyang, his goal, is at the upper right.

77. (Pvengvang screen) . 48 kilometers inland, farther than such ships could usually navigate, it

approached the old northern capital, Pyongyang, shown here on a 200-300-year-old screen.A police boat

came down stream from the Taetong (Great East) Gate, at the right, to investigate and warn off the

intruder from these forbidden waters.

78. (River bank, screen) . The Korean officials were invited on board, then rashly seized and foolishly

held as hostages while the American ship demanded to see the governor. While this was going on, the

tide went out, and the ship stuck on these mud-flats just below the city.

79. (Thomas’ deathl . Angered, the governor ordered wooden boats piled with blazing pine-brush floated

down against the helpless schooner. It caught fire. The crew leaped overboard and were cut down by

soldiers. This Korean Sunday School sketch of the death of Thomas is the most widely accepted account

of his martyrdom. One of the gendarmes hesitated as he was about to slay him, and Thomas, not trying

to escape, simply waited for the fatal blow.

80. (Gate, screen) . The chains of the General Sherman were triumphantly hung in the Great East Gate

of Pyengyang, and the Regent was proudly informed that no mere foreigners could invade Korea with

impunity.

81. (Taetong Gate photol . Less than 25 years later when Samuel A. Moffett first entered Pyengyang,

those chains were still there and the gate looked like this. More important, he found that some of the

Scripture portions Thomas had brought were still being kept in Korean homes.

82. (Suh Sang-Yun with Paik Hong-Chun and Choi Mvung-OhL Less than ten years after the death of

Thomas, Protestants began to make their first Korean converts—but this happened across the border in

Manchuria. The man standing in this picture, Suh Sang-Yun, a ginseng peddler, crossed the Yalu for

trade in Newchwang. He fell ill and was cared for by Scottish missionaries. Impressed and converted,

he was baptized in 1875. He, in turn, was instrumental in the conversion of the man at the right, who
was later to be a jail-mate of a young progressive named Syngman Rhee. But, the first of all to be
baptized was the man at the left, Paik Hong-Joon, who became a Christian in 1876. This picture was
taken in the 1890’s when all three, for a time, were working with Samuel A. Moffett.

83. (John Ross) . Suh Sang-Yun was baptized by this Scottish Presbyterian, John Ross. Ross decided,

since he could not get into Korea, to put the Bible into the Korean language. In this translation project

he had the help of the new Korean Christians.
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84. (Ross N.T.) . They finished the Gospel of Luke in 1882, and this Korean New Testament in 1887.

Shortly after the first portion was done, in the early spring of 1883, Suh Sang-Yun volunteered to take

Bible portions and cross the Yalu to evangelize his homeland. Customs officials found the forbidden

Scriptures at the border and threw him into prison. But, as happens sometimes in Korean history, his

jailers turned out to be distant relatives and he was quickly released.

85. (Suh Kvung-ChoL Suh hurried to his home town of Sorai on the West Coast, distributing scriptures

there and in Seoul. Beginning with his younger brother (here, with family), he built up a community of

Christians a whole year before any Protestant foreign missionary was able to settle in Korea. As with

their Catholic brethren a century earlier, Korean Protestants have always been one jump ahead of the

missionary.

86. (Seoul Wall) . Seoul in 1884 was still circled by the great stone city wall, 9,975 paces around.

Slow moving, white-robed Koreans stared curiously at the hawk-nosed, black-suited foreigner. (W.

Hough, The Bemadou. Allen & Jouv Collection in the U.S. National Museum . 1893.

87. (Seoul from NamsanL Seen from above, he said, Seoul "looks like a collection of hay stacks that

have ’wintered out’, dotted with the tile roofs of the gentry." It had a population of about 120,000. (L.

Underwood, Fifteen Years Among the Topknots , p. 3).

88. (General Lucius FooteL The American government’s representative in the capital was the newly

arrived first U.S. Minister to Korea, Gen. Lucius Foote. He came in 1882. His title of ’General’ came

from Civil War service somewhat remote from the field of battle. He had defended California as aide to

the governor but he did more notable work in Korea. (M. Lawrence, A Diplomat’s Helpmate , p. 26).

89. (KwanghwamunL The American diplomat had come in troubled times. The Queen, in the palace

behind this gate, had been almost murdered by a mob. Fleeing to the country, she had only recently

returned after order was restored by the Chinese Commissioner, Yuan Shih-Kai, with 3000 Chinese

troops. The Taewon-gun had been banished to China for his part in the plot.

90. (King Koiong. 1884) . This is what King Kojong really looked like in 1884, the year of Allen’s

arrival. He had already been on the throne for 20 years, since he was 12 years old, and he was the last

real king of Korea. (Lowell, Choson . frontispiece).

91. (Queen Min?L No one now knows what Queen Min looked like. This photograph is identified as a

"palace lady" by missionaries who had actually seen Queen Min. The story is that she had a

superstitious fear of photographs, thinking the black box (the camera) would capture her spirit.

92. (Mrs. FooteL When Mrs. Foote arrived in Seoul with her husband she was the first Western

woman ever to come to Korea. The Queen was overcome with curiosity and sent her sedan chair to the

American Legation to bring the foreign woman to the palace. Here is Mrs. Foote in the queen’s

palanquin. (Lawrence, Diplomat’s Helpmate , frontispiece).

93. (H.N. AllenL The first resident Protestant missionary to Korea was a balding, red-headed, six-foot

Presbyterian medical missionary, Dr. H.G. Allen, who transferred from China to try to open up Korea

to Protestant missions where Gutzlaff and Thomas had not succeeded.
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94. (Chemulpo) . He landed sea-sick and weary at Chemulpo (now Inchon) on September 20, 1884, and

was not greatly impressed by his first observations: "a motley place of slab shanties, mud-huts, shacks

and fresh earth", he wrote. "A Chinaman called Harry", he said, "had started a ’hotel’ - a little one-

story thatched house consisting of a bar and billiard room separated by a sheet". Allen slept on the

billiard table. (Letter, Oct. 1; Centennial Papers , p. 4).

95. (Embassy Household) . The Footes had bought a spacious old home of a relative of Queen Min for

the U.S. Legation residence. But Mrs. Foote had been nervous that there was no Western doctor in

Korea. So Dr. Allen’s arrival was providential as far as she was concerned. Dr. Allen soon learned

that missionaries were forbidden in Korea, but he happily agreed to accept the offer of Gen. Foote to be

physician to the Legation.

96. (Kim Ok-Kiun) . About two months after Allen’s arrival all hell broke loose at the palace. Kim Ok-

Kiun, a young reformer and his group of political progressives invited their major opponents of the

dominant conservative faction to a banquet in the palace grounds celebrating the new Korean postal

service. (Longford, Story of Korea , p. 328).

97. (Min Yong-Ik). Kim’s great rival was Prince Min Yong-Ik, leader of the conservatives and cousin

of Queen Min. During the banquet, at a given signal, hired assassins broke through the doors and

attacked the conservatives. The Prince was slashed about the head and body and fell severely wounded.

98. (von Mollendorf) . One of the guests at the banquet was a tall young German, P.G. von

Mollendorff, who had been installed some two years earlier as Korea’s first Commissioner of Customs.

He gathered the prince into his arms and carried him to his own home nearby.

99. (Sedan chairs) . General Foote, who had also been a guest at the banquet, sent one of the sedan

chairs which was waiting outside the palace wall racing across town to bring Dr. Allen. He told the

startled company that there was a "miracle worker" at the American legation. Allen arrived to find local

medical practitioners about to pour boiling pitch into the Prince’s wounds. He hesitated a moment, since

it seemed the man was dying, and once he touched him he might be held liable. But he was a doctor

and a Christian and he had no choice. He began desperately to try to stop the bleeding. For three

months the Prince hovered between life and death...

100. (Map, hospital site) . Then the fever broke, and a grateful royal family asked what reward they

could give Dr. Allen. "Let me open a hospital", he said. The King readily agreed and gave the home
of one of the plotting reformers who had been beaten to death after the coup failed. In April, 1885, on

the spot marked on this old city map between the Kyung-Bok and Chang-Duk palaces, the hospital

opened. It was the first legally permitted Christian institution ever to open its doors in the Hermit

Kingdom.

101. (Palace girls) . The royal favor was not always an unmixed blessing. Not long after the opening,

the King regally sent over a gift to Allen — a bevy of dancing girls from the palace. The missionary

doctor was very flustered and unsure what to do. This was a shocking but delicate culture conflict.

Fortunately, Mrs. Allen came to the rescue with very wise advice. "You can’t send them back", she

said. "That would be a terrible insult to the King." "But what will I do with them?" "Why don’t you
train them as nurses", said his practical wife — which may have been what the King intended in the first

place, for one class of palace kisaeng had traditionally been trained in oriental medical health-care.
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102. (Underwood) . In the same month that the Royal Hospital opened, a second Presbyterian

missionary arrived in Korea. This man was a clergyman. His name was Horace Grant Underwood.

He was a young bachelor whose brother was busy at the time inventing a typewriter. (L. Underwood,
Underwood of Korea , p. 54).

103. (Royal Hospital) . Open evangelistic work still being forbidden. Underwood helped out at the

hospital for a while. But his usefulness as a medical assistant was less than desired since he kept

fainting during operations.

104. (Underwood itinerating) . Though stationed in Seoul, he began making long trips far into the

interior of the country doing pioneer evangelism, winning little groups of new believers and establishing

churches. When he married some years later, his wife, a medical doctor, and little son, Horace, often

went with him.

105. (Appenzeller) . On the same boat which brought Underwood to Korea was a Methodist missionary

pioneer, Henry G. Appenzeller, and his wife. But Korea in 1885 was a dangerous place for a Western

woman without diplomatic protection and the Appenzellers were ordered back to Japan for some months

before they could return to establish resident Methodist work in Korea.

106. (Samuel Austin Moffett). When another Presbyterian missionary, Samuel Moffett, arrived five

years later, it was still forbidden by the Korean government to preach the Christian faith openly, and

missionaries were not allowed to live outside the safety of two treaty ports, Seoul and Pusan.

107. (Moffett Korean Clothes) . After a few months teaching in the boys’ school (a kind of orphanage)

already started by the Presbyterian missionaries in Seoul, Moffett felt more and more restless confined

under the artificial protection of a treaty port. So, despite all warnings, he pushed off into the still

restricted interior of the country to try to establish a residence and begin Christian work in the northern

half of the pininsula, dressing sometimes in Korean clothes to attract less notice.

108. (Pveng-Yang ). He pushed north into the old capital of Pyengyang, a city so old that its walls had

been built in the days of David and Solomon. It was famous for its street mobs and tiger hunters.

109. (PY - East Gate) . When a foreigner walked in, alone and unarmed, a mob quickly formed and

stoned him in the streets near the old East Gate.

110. (PY first home) . But rather than running away, he stayed, first recovering from his wounds in a

mud house near the river, than boldly renting this house only a stone’s throw from the gate where he

had been attacked by the mob. He was the first Protestant missionary to establish long-term residence in

all of North Korea.

111. (Seoul Women) . The pioneer Protestant missionaries brought the Christian Gospel to Korea with

integrity to his full Biblical witness. The history of God’s creative and redemptive work in the world

came with transforming power in unashamed evangelistic appeal, demonstrable Christian love for

physical and material needs, and a strong emphasis upon nurture of the mind under the discipline of

Christian education. Koreans already had a passion for education under their Confucian system of

governing principles but only the men were beneficiaries of the traditional system of education. Women
were left oppressed, sequestered and without public identity.
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112. (Mrs. Scranton) . It took a strong-minded Methodist woman, Mrs. Scranton, founder of Ewha

girls’ school (now Ewha Women’s University), to challenge this system. She ran head on into a stone

wall of opposition. When she approached one Korean scholar announcing that she was starting a school

for girls and asking him to send his daughter, he snorted, "Can cows read"?

113. (Ewha Hakdang) . But the Christians started schools for girls, anyway. This is an early picture

(about 1892) of Mrs. Scranton’s Ewha girls’ school showing some of the first students and their

Methodist women missionary teachers.

114. (Pilgrim’s Progress) . There were revolutions: the literary revolution, for example, as missionaries

helped to rescue the wonderful Korean phonetic, (hangul .l from the contempt heaped on it by scholars

because it was too easy. They also encouraged Korean artists to remain Korean, and not copy Western

illustrations in Christian classics like Pilgrim’s Progress .

115. (S.A.M. - Kvungsinl . There were times, even, when they influenced political movements. When
Moffett first came to Korea in 1890 he was asked to take charge of this little school. One of the Korean

teachers at the school was An Chang-Ho, identified as the man at the upper right in this picture.

Stimulated by the new ideals he learned from the missionaries about Christian freedom and human

dignity, he later became one of the heroes of the Korean Independence movement when the Japanese

tried to crush his country.

116. (Early Christians! . But an even more important revolution was quietly taking place. Here is a

group of early Christians in Korea — just about all the Protestant men there were in Seoul at the time.

117. (Noh To-Sal . On July 11, 1886, Mr. Underwood baptized this man, Noh To-Sa, the first Korean

ever to receive Protestant baptism in Korea. Underwood warned him, "You are risking your life being

baptized." "I know", he said, and asked for the sacrament.

118. (William McKenzie! . There were losses, too, along the way. William McKenzie of Canada, came
to Korea in December of 1893 and died tragically after only a year and a half. You might say his story

is the story of a failure. When he told his fiancee he was going to Korea, she broke the engagement.

(E. McCully, A Com of Wheat!

.

119. (Korean home) . He followed the Lord’s call anyway, and went out alone and probably

brokenhearted into a country district where he settled in to live with the Suh family in this house in the

village of Sorai, by the Yellow Sea.

120. (Sorai Church) . The Christians in Sorai were building a church, it was the first church ever built

by the Koreans, themselves, entirely with their own money.

121. (Church flag) . They asked McKenzie to help them make a flag, and he designed one with a cross.

That is why today every Protestant church in Korea has a cross.
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122. (Suh familvl . He was warmly welcomed by the Suh family and by the little group of believers in

that village, who were hungry for more intensive Christian instruction and discipline. Samuel Moffett

helped him get settled. This soon became his family. Some missionaries thought McKenzie had gone

overboard in living like a Korean. And perhaps they were partly right. The isolation, the heat, the

disease all about him proved too much, and one day, delirious with disease and out of his head with a

high fever, he put a gun to his head and shot himself. Was he a failure?

123. (Gravel . When McKenzie’s fellow missionaries came to claim his body for burial the villagers

refused to let them take it. "He belongs to us now", they said. And they buried him where he

belonged, in their village - in their Christian village. For years those simple people saw to it that his

grave was kept spotless. In this picture, little Philip Suh, the first Korean baptized as an infant, stands

beside it. Failure? No, that’s just the beginning of the Christian history of Korea. The church always

begins with what the world calls failure. But the world has no place for the resurrection.
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EAST ASIAN CHRISTIANITY: SHORT OUTLINE

I. NESTORIAN I. (635-907; perhaps 1000 AD) First Christian Mission to China.

Alopen, from Persia to T’ang Dynasty China, 635 AD.
Fall of T’angdynasty, 907 AD
Possible survival of Christian Koguryo Koreans in Manchuria, 1000 AD

II. NESTORIAN II. (1200-1368).

Princess Sorkaktani, daughter-in-law of Genghis Khan, mother of Kublai Khan.

Nestorians return to China; First Catholic mission in China (temporary).

III. ROMAN CATHOLIC I. (1549-1773).

Francis Xavier reaches Japan, 1549 AD.
Matthew Ricci enters China, 1583 AD.
First Korean contacts with Roman Catholics in China, ca. 1640 AD.
Suppression of the Jesuit missions by the Vatican, 1773 AD.
Yi Sung-Heun converted by former Jesuits, returns to Korea, 1784 AD.

IV. PROTESTANT I. (1807-1945).

Rev. Robert Morrison reaches China, 1807 AD.
Rev. Robert J. Thomas martyred in Korea, 1867 AD.
Suh Sang-Yun, converted in Manchuria, returns to Korea, 1883 AD.
Dr. Horace Allen, M.D, (Presbyterian), enters Korea, 1884 AD.
Rev. Horace G. Underwood, (Presbyterian), and Rev. Henry Appenzeller, (Methodist), reach

Korea, 1885.

Rev. Samuel Austin Moffett, (Presbyterian), enters Korea, Jan. 1890 AD.
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by Sam and Eileen Moffett

1. (Carolers) . Korea has one of the strongest and largest Christian communities in all of Asia. Its rate

of growth is four times that of the general population. Its presence is visible everywhere. The city of

Seoul alone has nearly 6,000 Protestant churches. But nobody really knows when Christianity first

reached Korea. All we can say for certain is that the Christian faith is not, as is often supposed, a

modem western import from Europe and America. It did not come first that way at all.

2. (Granite cross) . It came from Asia. Some say it came into Korea 1200 yeajs ago with Nestorian

Christians from China. They point to this stone cross found at Kyungju as proof that there were

Christians in Korea in the 8th century, in Silla times. But the cross was found at Pulguksa, a Buddhist

temple. It was being used as a charm to aid in difficult child-births. Who knows where it originally

came from, or how old it is? (Soongsil Univ. museum).

3. (Marco Polo ). It is true, however, that Christianity in East Asia has time and time again proved to

be older than even the experts have guessed. Once we thought we could trace it back with certainty

only about 700 years to Marco Polo’s famous trip across Asia to China. Marco Polo, who is shown
here passing by the great stone cliff-Buddhas of Central Asia, found Christians at the court of Kublai

Khan in Peking in 1300 AD. That would make Christianity in China 700 years old.

4. (Nestorian Monument ). Then one day in 1623, workmen excavating a building site in Sian, China,

unearthed a great block of black granite, exquisitely carved with a long inscription and a curious design

near the top. This is the famous Nestorian Monument. (W. Budge, The Monks of Kublai Khan
, p. 33).

5. (Map. Chang’an ). Now Sian (in the lower left comer of this map) is the modern name of historic

Chang’an. It was the capital city of all China in the days when the T’ang dynasty was the greatest

power center in the world.

6. (Cross and Lotus ). On the polished surface of the monument you see at the top of this rubbing Is a

cross rising out of a lotus blossom. This is a significant mingling of eastern and western religious

symbols. The date of the inscription was 781 AD. Could the cross have been in China 600 years

before Marco Polo?

7. (Large characters) . That is precisely what the monument astonishingly recorded: the coming of

Christianity to China in the year 635 AD. The large characters read: A Monument commemorating the

Propagation of the Ta-ch’in Luminous Religion in the Middle Kingdom. Ta-ch’in is Syria. Why Syria?

8. (Map #1 . Edessa) . Because Syria was the home of the ancient Church of the East, which Westerners

usually call Nestorian. Its major city was Antioch and its mother church was Edessa, the earliest center

of Christianity outside the Roman Empire, and a major caravan stop on the Old Silk Road that crossed

Asia for 5000 miles from Antioch to China.



9. (Map #2
,
from Antioch to Edessa to Turfan).

10. (Wall painting ). This was the route of the first missionaries to China. Archaeologists have

discovered 1200 year old wall paintings like this at the desert oasis of Turfan near the Chinese border.

It represents an 8th or 9th c. Palm Sunday service in Central Asia. A Nestorian priest is holding a palm

branch as believers come to one of the Christian churches along the Old Silk Road.

11. (Map #2. to China) . From Antioch to Edessa to Turfan, and then through the Jade Gate of the

Great Wall of China, and on to the T’ang dynasty capital at Chang’an, came missionaries going east,

and silk moving west.

12. (Inscription ). A long inscription on the monument told of the coming of Alopen, a Persian

missionary of the Nestorians and how he reached Chang’an, the Chinese capital probably with a caravan

traveling from Baghdad across the roof of the world along that Old Silk Road. His name is at upper

right ("lo-pen").

13. (Chosroes)- Why a Persian? Why not a Syrian? Because by the 7th century the Nestorians had

been driven out of the Roman Empire by orthodox Catholics and had found refuge in Persia ruled by the

great Sassanian emperors, like Chosroes I pictured here in gold and silver. One of this emperor’s wives

was a Nestorian Christian. (Freer).

14. (Tai Tsung) . So from Persia to China, from one great empire to another came the missionary, and

was received with surprising warmth by this man, Tai Tsung . founder of the T’ang dynasty and one of

the greatest rulers China has ever had. It was an unanticipated providence, because Tai Tsung began his

reign with an aversion to foreign religions. Buddhism he rejected as Western; only Confucianism was

truly Chinese. But just four years before Alopen’s arrival he had changed his mind and adopted an

attitude of enlightened toleration of all religions. (Taiwan Palace Museum).

15. (Syriac ). He was especially pleased to find that the new religion was a religion with scriptures, and

told Alopen and his fellow missionaries as they joined him (their names are listed on the monument, on

the side, in Syriac script) to begin translating their sacred books into Chinese. Overnight, with the

discovery of this monument, the accepted history of Christianity in the Far East was rolled back from

700 years ago (Marco Polo), to 1300 years ago.

16. (Voltaire ). Well, not quite overnight. Back in Europe Voltaire (shown here acrobatically dressing

and dictating to a secretary at the same time)—Voltaire and the rationalists greeted the suggestion that

Christianity might not be a recent European import into Asia with enormous skepticism. The
monument, he said, was a Jesuit forgery - a pious fraud to give a foreign faith instant respectability in a

land that venerated age. (DeVries, Atlas of World Hist., p. 128).

17. ( Messiah Sutra) . But time has proved the monument’s authenticity. Once historians knew what to

look for, all kinds of documents and references in Chinese archives were found. One was this Nestorian

Messiah sutra dating back to as early as 683. It might well have been one of those written and
translated by ALOPEN in the Emperor’s library. (Saeki, p. 147, 124 - Hsu-t’ing Messiah Sutra - Hsu-
Ting being pronounced "Ye-chu", or "Jesus", in old Chinese, according to Saeki).
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18. (Duke Kwoh Tzu-vri . As the new faith spread in China it attracted powerful protectors, like Duke
Kwoh Tzu-yi, shown here receiving a delegation of Uighurs, a Central Asian tribe which had a large

proportion of Christians at the time. This able general had put down the critical An Lu-shan rebellion,

saved the country from a Tibetan invasion, and is a symbol of the military protection that the early

T’ang dynasty church enjoyed. (Taiwan Palace Museum).

19. (Map, Anshan) . Nestorianism spread through all of China’s 72 provinces, as this map of

authenticated Nestorian sites shows. But did it ever actually reach Korea back there in the days of

Unified Silla? We know there was constant exchange between the Silla court at Kyongju and the T’ang

court at Chang’an, where the Persian missionaries settled. And a T’ang army had helped Silla unify the

peninsula. But the nearest Nestorian site to Korea on this map is at Anshan, north of the Yalu, in

Manchuria. (Saeki, p. 356).

20. (Tile crosses) . There at Anshan in 1927 Japanese excavators found an ancient tomb holding the

remains of 7 bodies. Tile crosses were set up at the head of each. Saeki, the Japanese scholar, is

convinced that this was the tomb of a powerful Nestorian Christian family from Liaoyang. Sung dynasty

coins in the tomb bore the dates 998 and 1006 AD. Was Anshan at that time Korean or Manchurian

(Khitan)? (Saeki, p. 440).

21. (Map, border) . In the 7th century it had indeed been Korean (Koguryo), as this map indicates.

Anshan is near Liaoyang. But the tomb is dated by the coins as late 10th century. Anshan was then

Khitan, not Korean. The most we can say as far as a Korean connection with Christianity that early, is

that in what had recently been Korea, at Anshan, there were Christians living and dying 1000 years ago

holding to the ancient Eastern faith of the old Persian missionaries. (Map, in Fitzgerald, Son of

Heaven
, p. 192).

22. (Nestorian cross) . The most common evidence of their once pervasive presence are the bronze

Nestorian crosses which turn up from time to time in graves and excavations all across Central Asia. It

is said that one or two have been found in Kyongju, but with no way of determining their date or

provenance. I might add that the swastika does not belong exclusively to Buddhists or Nazis. It is the

ancient Greek cross (Gammedion) used by early Christians as a symbol of Christ the cornerstone of the

church.

23. ( Genghiz Khan ). When the T’ang dynasty, under which the church had spread in China for 200

years, fell in the tenth century, Nestorian Christianity was utterly wiped out in the empire. But it came

back, as it usually does, 300 years later. And it came back strangely enough under this man, Genghiz

Khan. It cafne back through his marriage and military alliances with the Keraits, an east-Central Asian

tribe, who were Nestorian Christians. In fact, there came to be so many Christians at the Mongol court

that reports filtered back to Europe that Genghiz was none other than the legendary Prester John,

Christian king of Asia, coming to join the crusades and rescue Jerusalem from Islam.

24. ( Mongol Cavalry) . But when Mongol cavalry broke across the Volga and began to butcher Christian

Russian princes, that bubbl of hopw burst very quickly. "They’re not Christians.. They are the soldiers

of anti-Christ", muttered Roger Bacon; and the more pious prepared for the end of the world.

(Cameron & Brake, Peking
, p. 105).

25. (Mongol Princess) . In the Far East, however, the Mongols were amazingly tolerant. Genghiz

married his fourth son, Tuli, to a Kerait princess, a Nestorian Christian. Princess Sorkaktani (Sorocan)
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or (Syurkuk-Teni) may have looked much like this unnamed princess in an old picture in the Taiwan

Palace museum. The boot-shaped hat is typical of Mongol female royalty. Princess Sorkaktani became

a power in the line of succession and was the mother of three royal sons. (Taiwan Palace Museum).

26. (Khublai Khan) . Her third son was Khublai Khan, seated in white ermine on the black horse, the

conqueror of China. He was no Christian himself but was remarkably open to Christians and actively

sought relationships with Christian Europe. He sent two Nestorian monks, both Mongols, as envoys to

the West. One became Patriarch of the whole Nestorian church, with its center in Baghdad. The other

went on as Khublai’s ambassador to the Pope, to the king of France, and to King Edward the First of

England. (Taipei Palace Museum).

27. (Great Wall ). But did Khublai ever send any Christians into Kora? On his way to be crowned 5th

Khan, in 1259, Khublai received th submission of the Korean crown prince near the Great Wall. From

then on until the end of the Koryo dynasty 130 years later, Korean princes and even kings were often

held as hostages in the Chinese court.

28. (Wall tower) . There, beyond the Great Wall, in Peking, royal Korean princes were regularly

married to Mongol princesses, and given the high ratio of Nestorians among Mongol royal women, it is

tempting to speculate that some of the Koryo queens may have originally been Christians.

29. (Mongol Helmet ). But the only tangible evidence of a Christian presence in Korea in the Koryo

period is this Mongol helmet, preserved in the Mongol Invasion Museum in Fukuoka, Japan. Note the

silver inlaid cross. Its Christian owner must have been one of the Uighur horsemen in Khublai Khan’s

invading army of 1287 which used Korea as a staging area for the attack on Japan. Whoever he was, he

was killed when the Mongol fleet was destroyed off Fukuoka by the "divine wind", the kamikaze

typhoon which ended Chinese hopes of conquering Japan. With the fall of Peking to the Ming in 1368

the tolerant rule of the Mongols came to an end, and Christians were massacred throughout China. 300

years of silence followed.

30. (Portuguese Captain-Major) . But towards the end of the 16th century a new wave of Christianity

swept into the Far East. This time it came from Portugal to India to Japan, and on into Korea. And at

last its presence on the peninsula is live and documented. The first recorded European "to look on the

wild coast of Korea" was Captain-Major Domingo Monteiro, whose ship was almost wrecked off Cheju-

do in 1577. Here is a Japanese screen-painting of that time depicting just such a Portuguese Capt.-Maj.

(Boxer, Fidalgos ).

31. (Lisbon ). It was the dawn of the Age of Discovery, and the point of departure for the Portuguese

merchant-explorers was Lisbon harbor. With the explorers sailed Christian missionaries in a new wave
of Christian expansion, led most notably by Jesuits. (Brinton, Christopher.., Hist, of Civilization . I. p.

588).

32. ( Carrack) . They sailed around Africa to Goa, Malacca and up the China Seas to Japan in great, nw
three-masted carracks, the wonders of the world when they first appeared around 1550. They weighed
up to 2000 tons which is 11 times as big as the Mayflower (180 tons) and could carry 800 to 1000 men
with food supplies for 8 months. One missionary complained mildly that he was packed into the bowels
of the boat for three months with ten thousand head of live chickens. (M. Cooper, Rodriguez the

Interpreter
, p. 160 f.

;
Plattner, Jesuits Go East

, p. 25 f.).
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HOW CHRISTIANITY CAME TO KOREA

by Sam and Eileen Moffett

1. (Carolers) . Korea has one of the strongest and largest Christian communities in all of Asia. Its rate

of growth is four times that of the general population. Its presence is visible everywhere. The city of

Seoul alone has nearly 6,000 Protestant churches. But nobody really knows when Christianity first

reached Korea. All we can say for certain is that the Christian faith is not, as is often supposed, a

modern western import from Europe and America. It did not come first that way at all.

2. (Granite cross) . It came from Asia. Some say it came into Korea 1200 years ago with Nestorian

Christians from China. They point to this stone cross found at Kyungju as proof that there were

Christians in Korea in the 8th century, in Silla times. But the cross was found at Pulguksa, a Buddhist

temple. It was being used as a charm to aid in difficult child-births. Who knows where it originally

came from, or how old it is? (Soongsil Univ. museum).

3. (Marco Polo). It is true, however, that Christianity in East Asia has time and time again proved to

be older than even the experts have guessed. Once we thought we could trace it back with certainty

only about 700 years to Marco Polo’s famous trip across Asia to China. Marco Polo, who is shown

here passing by the great stone cliff-Buddhas of Central Asia, found Christians at the court of Kublai

Khan in Peking in 1300 AD. That would make Christianity in China 700 years old.

4. (Nestorian Monument). Then one day in 1623, workmen excavating a building site in Sian, China,

unearthed a great block of black granite, exquisitely carved with a long inscription and a curious design

near the top. This is the famous Nestorian Monument. (W. Budge, The Monks of Kublai Khan
, p. 33).

5. (Map. Chang’an ). Now Sian (in the lower left comer of this map) is the modern name of historic

Chang ’an. It was the capital city of all China in the days when the T’ang dynasty was the greatest

power center in the world.

6. (Cross and Lotus). On the polished surface of the monument you see at the top of this rubbing Is a

cross rising out of a lotus blossom. This is a significant mingling of eastern and western religious

symbols. The date of the inscription was 781 AD. Could the cross have been in China 600 years

before Marco Polo?

7. (Large characters) . That is precisely what the monument astonishingly recorded: the coming of

Christianity to China in the year 635 AD. The large characters read: A Monument commemorating the

Propagation of the Ta-ch’in Luminous Religion in the Middle Kingdom. Ta-ch’in is Syria. Why Syria?

8. (Map # 1. Edessa) . Because Syria was the home of the ancient Church of the East, which Westerners

usually call Nestorian. Its major city was Antioch and its mother church was Edessa, the earliest center

of Christianity outside the Roman Empire, and a major caravan stop on the Old Silk Road that crossed

Asia for 5000 miles from Antioch to China.



9.

(Map #2, from Antioch to Edessa to Turfan).

10. fWall painting) . This was the route of the first missionaries to China. Archaeologists have

discovered 1200 year old wall paintings like this at the desert oasis of Turfan near the Chinese border.

It represents an 8th or 9th c. Palm Sunday service in Central Asia. A Nestorian priest is holding a palm

branch as believers come to one of the Christian churches along the Old Silk Road.

11. (Map #2. to China! . From Antioch to Edessa to Turfan, and then through the Jade Gate of the

Great Wall of China, and on to the T’ang dynasty capital at Chang’an, came missionaries going east,

and silk moving west.

12. (Inscription! . A long inscription on the monument told of the coming of Alopen, a Persian

missionary of the Nestorians and how he reached Chang’an, the Chinese capital probably with a caravan

traveling from Baghdad across the roof of the world along that Old Silk Road. His name is at upper

right ("lo-pen").

13. (Chosroes). Why a Persian? Why not a Syrian? Because by the 7th century the Nestorians had

been driven out of the Roman Empire by orthodox Catholics and had found refuge in Persia ruled by the

great Sassanian emperors, like Chosroes I pictured here in gold and silver. One of this emperor’s wives

was a Nestorian Christian. (Freer).

14. (Tai Tsung! . So from Persia to China, from one great empire to another came the missionary, and

was received with surprising warmth by this man, Tai Tsung . founder of the T’ang dynasty and one of

the greatest rulers China has ever had. It was an unanticipated providence, because Tai Tsung began his

reign with an aversion to foreign religions. Buddhism he rejected as Western; only Confucianism was

truly Chinese. But just four years before Alopen’s arrival he had changed his mind and adopted an

attitude of enlightened toleration of all religions. (Taiwan Palace Museum).

15. (Syriac). He was especially pleased to find that the new religion was a religion with scriptures, and

told Alopen and his fellow missionaries as they joined him (their names are listed on the monument, on

the side, in Syriac script) to begin translating their sacred books into Chinese. Overnight, with the

discovery of this monument, the accepted history of Christianity in the Far East was rolled back from

700 years ago (Marco Polo), to 1300 years ago.

16. (Voltaire! . Well, not quite overnight. Back in Europe Voltaire (shown here acrobatically dressing

and dictating to a secretary at the same time)-Voltaire and the rationalists greeted the suggestion that

Christianity might not be a recent European import into Asia with enormous skepticism. The
monument, he said, was a Jesuit forgery - a pious fraud to give a foreign faith instant respectability in a

land that venerated age. (DeVries, Atlas of World Hist., p. 128).

17. (Messiah Sutra! . But time has proved the monument’s authenticity. Once historians knew what to

look for, all kinds of documents and references in Chinese archives were found. One was this Nestorian

Messiah sutra dating back to as early as 683. It might well have been one of those written and

translated by ALOPEN in the Emperor’s library. (Saeki, p. 147, 124 - Hsu-t’ing Messiah Sutra - Hsu-

Ting being pronounced "Ye-chu", or "Jesus", in old Chinese, according to Saeki).
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18. (Duke Kwoh Tzu-viL As the new faith spread in China it attracted powerful protectors, like Duke
Kwoh Tzu-yi, shown here receiving a delegation of Uighurs, a Central Asian tribe which had a large

proportion of Christians at the time. This able general had put down the critical An Lu-shan rebellion,

saved the country from a Tibetan invasion, and is a symbol of the military protection that the early

T’ang dynasty church enjoyed. (Taiwan Palace Museum).

Sr vi

19. (Map. AnshanL Nestorianism spread through all of China’s 72 provinces, as this map of

authenticated Nestorian sites shows. But did it ever actually reach Korea back there in the days of

Unified Silla? We know there was constant exchange between the Silla court at Kyongju and the T’ang

court at Chang’an, where the Persian missionaries settled. And a T’ang army had helped Silla unify the

peninsula. But the nearest Nestorian site to Korea on this map is at Anshan, north of the Yalu, in

Manchuria. (Saeki, p. 356).

20. (Tile crosses') . There at Anshan in 1927 Japanese excavators found an ancient tomb holding the

remains of 7 bodies. Tile crosses were set up at the head of each. Saeki, the Japanese scholar, is

convinced that this was the tomb of a powerful Nestorian Christian family from Liaoyang. Sung dynasty

coins in the tomb bore the dates 998 and 1006 AD. Was Anshan at that time Korean or Manchurian

(Khitan)? (Saeki, p. 440).

21. (Map, border) . In the 7th century it had indeed been Korean (Koguryo), as this map indicates.

Anshan is near Liaoyang. But the tomb is dated by the coins as late 10th century. Anshan was then

Khitan, not Korean. The most we can say as far as a Korean connection with Christianity that early, is

that in what had recently been Korea, at Anshan, there were Christians living and dying 1000 years ago

holding to the ancient Eastern faith of the old Persian missionaries. (Map, in Fitzgerald, Son of

Heaven
, p. 192).

22. (Nestorian cross! . The most common evidence of their once pervasive presence are the bronze

Nestorian crosses which turn up from time to time in graves and excavations all across Central Asia. It

is said that one or two have been found in Kyongju, but with no way of determining their date or

provenance. I might add that the swastika does not belong exclusively to Buddhists or Nazis. It is the

ancient Greek cross (Gammedion) used by early Christians as a symbol of Christ the cornerstone of the

church.

23. (Genghiz Khan) . When the T’ang dynasty, under which the church had spread in China for 200

years, fell in the tenth century, Nestorian Christianity was utterly wiped out in the empire. But it came

back, as it usually does, 300 years later. And it came back strangely enough under this man, Genghiz

Khan. It came back through his marriage and military alliances with the Keraits, an east-Central Asian

tribe, who were Nestorian Christians. In fact, there came to be so many Christians at the Mongol court

that reports filtered back to Europe that Genghiz was none other than the legendary Prester John,

Christian king of Asia, coming to join the crusades and rescue Jerusalem from Islam.

24. (Mongol Cavalry) . But when Mongol cavalry broke across the Volga and began to butcher Christian

Russian princes, that bubbl of hopw burst very quickly. "They’re not Christians.. They are the soldiers

of anti-Christ", muttered Roger Bacon; and the more pious prepared for the end of the world.

(Cameron & Brake, Peking
, p. 105).

25. (Mongol Princess') . In the Far East, however, the Mongols were amazingly tolerant. Genghiz

married his fourth son, Tuli, to a Kerait princess, a Nestorian Christian. Princess Sorkaktani (Sorocan)



or (Syurkuk-Teni) may have looked much like this unnamed princess in an old picture in the Taiwan

Palace museum. The boot-shaped hat is typical of Mongol female royalty. Princess Sorkaktani became

a power in the line of succession and was the mother of three royal sons. (Taiwan Palace Museum).
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26. (Khublai KhanL Her third son was Khublai Khan, seated in white ermine on the black horse, the

conqueror of China. He was no Christian himself but was remarkably open to Christians and actively

sought relationships with Christian Europe. He sent two Nestorian monks, both Mongols, as envoys to

the West. One became Patriarch of the whole Nestorian church, with its center in Baghdad. The other

went on as Khublai’ s ambassador to the Pope, to the king of France, and to King Edward the First of

England. (Taipei Palace Museum).

27. (Great Wall ). But did Khublai ever send any Christians into Kora? On his way to be crowned 5th

Khan, in 1259, Khublai received th submission of the Korean crown prince near the Great Wall. From

then on until the end of the Koryo dynasty 130 years later, Korean princes and even kings were often

held as hostages in the Chinese court.

28. (Wall tower) . There, beyond the Great Wall, in Peking, royal Korean princes were regularly

married to Mongol princesses, and given the high ratio of Nestorians among Mongol royal women, it is

tempting to speculate that some of the Koryo queens may have originally been Christians.

29. (Mongol Helmet) . But the only tangible evidence of a Christian presence in Korea in the Koryo

period is this Mongol helmet, preserved in the Mongol Invasion Museum in Fukuoka, Japan. Note the

silver inlaid cross. Its Christian owner must have been one of the Uighur horsemen in Khublai Khan’s

invading army of 1287 which used Korea as a staging area for the attack on Japan. Whoever he was, he

was killed when the Mongol fleet was destroyed off Fukuoka by the "divine wind", the kamikaze

typhoon which ended Chinese hopes of conquering Japan. With the fall of Peking to the Ming in 1368

the tolerant rule of the Mongols came to an end, and Christians were massacred throughout China. 300

years of silence followed.

30. (Portuguese Captain-Maior) . But towards the end of the 16th century a new wave of Christianity

swept into the Far East. This time it came from Portugal to India to Japan, and on into Korea. And at

last its presence on the peninsula is live and documented. The first recorded European "to look on the

wild coast of Korea" was Captain-Major Domingo Monteiro, whose ship was almost wrecked off Cheju-

do in 1577. Here is a Japanese screen-painting of that time depicting just such a Portuguese Capt.-Maj.

(Boxer, Fidalgos).

31. (Lisbon). It was the dawn of the Age of Discovery, and the point of departure for the Portuguese

merchant-explorers was Lisbon harbor. With the explorers sailed Christian missionaries in a new wave
of Christian expansion, led most notably by Jesuits. (Brinton, Christopher.., Hist, of Civilization . I. p.

588).

32. (Carjack). They sailed around Africa to Goa, Malacca and up the China Seas to Japan in great, nw
three-masted carracks, the wonders of the world when they first appeared around 1550. They weighed
up to 2000 tons which is 11 times as big as the Mayflower (180 tons) and could carry 800 to 1000 men
with food supplies for 8 months. One missionary complained mildly that he was packed into the bowels
of the boat for three months with ten thousand head of live chickens. (M. Cooper, Rodriguez the

Interpreter
, p. 160 f.; Plattner, Jesuits Go East , p. 25 f.).
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33. (Ungchon Bay) . The only one of those early Jesuits to reach Korea, and the first European known
to have actually landed on Korean soil, stepped ashore on this bay near Chinhae, Dec. 27, 1593. He
was Gregorio de Cespedes, a Spaniard. It was two days after Christmas, "and very cold", he wrote,

which is actually about all he does say about Korea.

34. (Hideyoshi). For de Cespedes came not as a missionary to Korea but as a chaplain to the invading

Japanese armies of this man, Hideyoshi, seen here in a contemporary portrait. He came at the request

of Hideyoshi’s most famous warrior-general, the "Christian daimyo), Konishi, leader of the Japanese

vanguard and first to land with his troops at Pusan. (Cooper, Rodriguez ... p. 160 ff).

35. (PY Battle Screen) . Konishi took Seoul in two weeks, and pushed north toward the Yalu River.

Then the Chinese entered the war, as has happened more than once in Korean history. They attacked

Konishi in Pyongyang, as this old battle screen painting shows. Konishi is defending the wall at the

gate; the Chinese and Koreans are attacking. (Soongsil Univ. museum).

36. (Soonchun Fort). The Japanese retreated south and built a Pusan perimeter of defense, a series of

forts along the south coast, like this one near Soonchun. But that winter, morale sank low among the

Japanese troops isolated in their forts.

37. (Ungch’on Forf). It was in the fort on top of this hill at Ungch’on, 8 miles east of Chinhae, that

Konishi tried to rally his cold and hungry troops after the retreat. There were about 18,000 Christians

in his army, for this was what is called the Christian century in Japan. Japan had a higher percentage f

Christians in its population in that 16th century than it does now. So Konishi, hoping that the presence

of a Christian chaplain would raise his men’s morale, sent to Japan for one of the Jesuit missionaries.

38. (Remains of Fort). Some of the stones of the old Japanese fort still lie on top of the hill above the

bay into which de Cespedes sailed at Christmas 1593. As I said, it is not quite accurate to call him the

first Christian missionary to Korea. He was a devout and able missionary to Japan, but in Korea he was

only a chaplain to invading troops, and as far as we know he met no Koreans during his few months on

the peninsula, behind the walls of this fort.

39. (Martyrdoms. 1597). There is, however, one important footnote that must be added to the story of

de Cespedes. Four years after he returned to Japan, the great persecutions began that were to wipe out

Christianity in that land for two hundred years. This old print pictures the first of the great martyrdoms,

at Nagasaki in 1597. In the midst of the massacres, de Cespedes wrote to a friend that he, too, longed

for a martyr’s crown. (Cooper, Rodriguez ., p. 165).

40. (Martyrs') . He never won that crown, and yet, in a sense he had his share in those persecutions, one

of which is shown here. On his way back to Japan he found that Gen. Konishi had sent two captive

Korean boys as presents to his daughter, wife of the daimyo of Tsushima, de Cespedes freed one of

them, took him to Japan and entered him in the Jesuit seminary. His name is given as Vincent Caoun

(probably Kwen). He became a priest. And in 1625 the Korean priest was arrested and burned on a

cross. The boy de Cespedes had rescued became one of the earliest of Korean Christians, and the first,

as far as we know, of Korean martyrs. ("Japanese Martyrs", by Hasegawa, in J. Spae, Catholicism in

Japan , p. 8). But in Japan, the church was wiped out in what the Japanese call "the 200 years of

Silence".

41.

(Ricci) . The first real Christian contact directly with Korea came through the Jesuits in China, not
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in Japan. Six or seven years after de Cespedes left Korea, the famous Matthew Ricci arrived in Peking.

At first he had dressed as a Buddhist priest, hoping to blend into the Chinese scene. But when he found

in what contempt Buddhist priests were held by Chinese intellectuals, he changed to the robes of a

Confucian scholar, as we see him here. (L.J. Gallagher, China in 16th c: Journals of M. Ricci , front).

42. (Ricci’s True Doctrine). As early as 1631 a member of the annual Korean embassy to Peking

(Chung Du-won) brought back with him a copy of one of Ricci’s Christian books in Chinese: "The True

Doctrine of the God of Heaven". (Kim & Chung, Catholic Korea , p. 74). (Ricci = Yi Ma-Tou).

43. (Adam SchalD . Ricci’s successor in Peking was Adam Schall (Tang Yak-Mang). He made even

more direct contact with Korea. In 1637 when the Manchus, on their way to conquer China and its

Ming dynasty, decided to protect their southern flank by subduing Korea and forced King Imjo to

surrender after the siege of Namhan-sansong (South Han fortress), they took back with them to China

the crown prince, So-hyon, as hostage. There the Korean prince often saw and talked to the Jesuit priest

who had been appointed court astronomer after a dramatic duel with Chinese and Moslem astronomers

to predict the exact time of an impending eclipse of the sun. Note the astrolabe at his right hand. (R.

Attwater, Adam Schall . frontis).

44. (Astrolabe). When the Korean prince returned to Seoul in 1645 he brought back with him as gifts

from Schall Christian books and pictures, and a globe, perhaps like this one at Soongsil Univ. Museum.

He also brought with him three Chinese Catholic court ladies and five Christian eunuchs. What the

effect of this entry of Chinese Christians into the Yi dynasty palace more than 200 years before the

opening of Korea might have been, we shall never know. Two months after his return the prince died

and the Chinese Christians were sent back to Peking.

45. fWreck of the Sparrowhawkl . The next Christians in Korea were Protestants, the 26 Dutchmen of

the wreck of the Sparrowhawk on Cheju Island in 1653 (just 8 years after the Chinese Catholics had

been returned to Peking). The shipwrecked Dutchmen were not very pious Protestants, but at least they

identified themselves as "Kirishitans" under questioning. (G. Ledyard, The Dutch Come to Korea
, p.

21 ).

46. (Dutch ship) . What was a Dutch ship doing in Korea? When the Tokugawa shogunate outlawed

Catholics at the beginning of the 17th century it found that it had cut itself off from the profitable

Portuguese trade with the West. They looked about for an alternative, and found the Dutch, who
happily informed them that they were not at all Catholic, but Calvinist. As such, the Japanese ruled,

they were not subject to execution in Japan. So Dutch ships like this, pictured on an old Japanese plate,

flying the flag of the House of Orange, replaced the Portuguese carracks. And it was a Dutch ship that

ran aground on Cheju Island.

47. (Taken prisoner! . When the Sparrowhawk survivors identified themselves as Christians, they didn’t

know that kirishitan in Japan meant Catholic, and that a complicated trade agreement between Japan and

Korea after the Hideyoshi wars included a 1644 understanding that castaways on the Koran coast from

ships bound for Japan would be reported and sent to Nagasaki, where Catholics among them would be

executed. (Ledyard, p. 19).

48. (Korean Court) . Actually, as Protestants, they were not subject to such harsh punishment, but the

Koreans did not know the difference. Anyway, the matter was postponed and obscured, and the Dutch
remained prisoners of the Korean king for 13 years. The king surely did not look like this old Dutch
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wood-cut from Hamel’s account of his Journey , reproduced in the Royal Asiatic Society book, Ledyard’s

The Dutch Come to Korea . Hamel and 15 other survivors escaped in two groups, 1666 and 1668.

(Ibid, p. 53).

49. (Mathematics book) . After the Dutch, came another hundred years of silence. Korea completely

shut itself off from outside contacts. It became known as "the hermit kingdom". But, beginning about

1777 a group of Confucian scholars began to study books like this brought back from Peking in the

annual embassies. This is a work on Mathematics by Ricci. (Soongsil Univ. Museum).

50. (Chinese Embassy Arch) . Then came another 100 years of silence. But in 1783, intrigued by the

Ricci books, a group of Confucian scholars determined to send one of their number, Lee Seung-hun,

with the annual embassy to Peking for more information. Every year the embassy wound its way past

this old Chinese embassy arch, near where Independence Arch now stands, to pay their respects and

make trade connections with the Manchu dynasty. But when Lee found former Jesuit missionaries in

Peking and talked with them he learned more than western science and trade possibilities. He was

converted to the Christian faith.

51. (Chong Yak-Jong baptismal certificate! . Peter Lee returned full of zeal to form a church in Korea

but he had had only a few weeks of instruction. Not knowing quite how to proceed, the little group

simply chose their own bishops and priests and began to baptize converts. This baptismal certificate for

one of those early Christians, Chong Yak-Jong, is dated 1790. [They knew they should worship every 7

days, but not knowing what day was Sunday, they simply chose the 1st, 7th, 14th, etc. of the lunar

calendar]. (Soongsil Univ. Museum).

52. (Chong Yak-Jong. portrait! . This is a portrait of that early convert, Chong Yak-Jong, whose

baptismal certificate you have just seen. This man came from a famous Confucian family. In fact, his

older brother, Chong Yak-Yong, better known as Ta-San, is renowned as one of the four or five most

respected scholars in Korean history, leader of the Sil-hak (or Practical Learning) school of thought,

which advocated economic and governmental reform and less philosophical speculation. (Soongsil

Christian Museum).

53. (Toiang ). After the baptism of the younger brother, Chong Yak-Jong, this younger Chong changed

his personal seal (toiang ) to bear witness to his new faith. The seal carries a figure, bearing a cross, as

can be seen in one of the books from his library, a Confucian Classic, the I-Ching (Book of Changes).

The more famous older brother was also greatly influenced by the writings of the Jesuit missionaries,

but was probably never baptized.

54. (Fr. Chou’s Martyrdom) . When word reached Peking about the unorthodox practices of the little

group of Korean Catholics — they had even begun to choose their own priests — the bishop sent a

missionary to instruct them. Father James Chou, who crossed the border in 1794 to become the first

missionary to Korea was not a Westerner. He was Chinese (Chou Wen-Mou, in his own Chinese

language; Chu Moon-Mo, in Korean). Six short years later he was dead. This is an artist’s conception

of his martyrdom in 1801. Executed about the same time was the young Chong Yak-Jong, from the

family of Confucian scholars. (Cath. Korea , p. 80).

55. (Korean Chief) . The hundred years from 1784 to 1884 have been called "the Catholic century in

Korea", but a few Protestants did manage to enter the forbidden land. In 1816 two British ships

charting the west coast south of Taech’on Beach met this Korean chief (sketched here by an artist in



England from the oral description of one of the officers). The ship’s captain (Maxwell of the AJceste)

presented him with a Bible, presumably in English. It may have been the first complete Bible ever

brought to Korea. (J.M’leod, Voyage of HMS Alceste . 44, 50.
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56. (Gutzlaff). 16 years later another British ship brought the first Western missionary to touch Korean

soil (excluding de Cespedes as a chaplain). He was a Protestant, the eccentric but indefatigable Carl

Friederich Augustus Gutzlaff. Here he looks more like a Malay pirate than the German he was, because

wherever he went he wore native dress, and here he was in the South Asian Seas.

57. (Title page). Gutzlaff’s book, Journal of Three Voyages . .is the earliest record of Protestant

missionary work in Korea. Chapter 6 is on Korea. He hoisted a large flag on the ship with the Chinese

characters "Religion of Jesus Christ", hoping to contact some of the persecuted Catholics in Korea, but

found no traces of them. Dallef s History (I, p. 375) says that some Catholics at least found him,

attracted by the flag, but were frightened by his words of greeting, which they could not understand, and

fled.

58. (Wonsan-do). Gutzlaff established one strong missionary tradition which is still faithfully followed

in Korea. He spent the latter half of July and the first half of August, 1832, on the beaches of the

Yellow Sea. His longest stop was at Wonsan-do, the island just off Taech’on Beach, where he put the

Lord’s Prayer into Korean, distributed Bibles, and with characteristic Protestant practicality taught the

islanders how to plant potatoes. Cheju Island, he said as he left Korea, would make an ideal mission

station, and would be no more dangerous for missionaries than New Zealand.

59. (Pierre Maubanf) . A young French priest, Pierre-Philibert Maubant, who had been scheduled to

meet Bishop Bruguiere at the border and enter Korea with him resolved not to turn back at the bishop’s

death. At midnight on Jan. 12, 1836 he slipped through the Barrier of Stakes with 5 Korean Catholics,

crossed the Manchurian plains and approached the Koran border at Euiju on the icy Yalu River. (Cath.

Korea, p. 149).

60. ( 1807). But Korea was still forbidden to foreigners, and the country was plastered with warnings

against Christians. This 1807 edict threatens punishment of "suspicious people, Christians and those

without travel permits." Maubant was all three. How could he pass the border guards? (Soongsil U.

museum).

61. (Sewer Gate) . Crossing the Yalu on the ice in the darkness of the night, he slipped through the

Euiju city wall by way of this small sewer drainage opening. He was thus the first Western priest to

enter Korea as a missionary to Koreans. (Epist. A. Kim, p. 47).

62. (Mourner) . But still every step of the long road to Seoul he traveled at peril to his life. To avoid

detection as a foreigner he wore the clothes of a Korean mourner. The hat and face-mask designed to

hide the ravages of grief on the face of the bereaved would also hide a foreigner he hoped. He had

forgotten one thing. Nothing can hide the smell of a foreigner from the nose of a Korean dog, and in

every town he was almost betrayed by the mad barking of a village cur.

63. (Bishop Laurent Imbert) . The next year two more French priests reached Korea. One of them was
Bishop Laurent Imbert, and Catholic organization was complete for a new advance. By 1838 there were
reported to be as many as 9,000 Catholics in Korea. (Kim & Chung, Cath. Korea , p. 149).
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64. (Suh-so-mun ). Another two priests entered Korea in 1839 but within a year the greatest persecution

yet broke out and through the Little West Gate rolled the wagons of the condemned.

65. (Torture) . Criminals were tortured and executed outside this Little West Gate.

66. (Execution of 1839 ). Bishop Imbert felt that the government’s major target was the foreign priests.

So to save the Korean Christians he surrendered himself, and ordered his two French colleagues to do

the same. They were taken out to the sands of the Han River, tied together and beheaded on Sept. 21,

1839 — the first Western martyrs in Korea.

67. (Andre Kim) . But the future of the church in Korea did not depend on the survival of foreign

priests. One of the Koreans killed in the persecution of 1839 had already sent his son to Macao to study

for the priesthood. That son, Kim Tae-kon (Andre Kim), returned twice to Korea in 1843, slipping past

the guards at Euiju hidden in a herd of cattle. He was ordained a priest in Shanghai two years later,

came back again to Korea and was killed in the Persecution of 1846. It took eight strokes to cut off his

head. (Painting by Lous Chang, Le Catholicisme en Coree . p. 8).

68. (Taewon-gun) . Then came the greatest persecution of all, in 1866. And it was this man, the Prince

Regent, or Taewon-gun, father of the King, who was responsible. Samuel A. Moffett, who came to

Korea while he was still living, remembered his cold, gray eyes.

69. (Orchids) . His hobby, when he wasn’t killing Christians, was painting Korean orchids. This is one

of his paintings. It was anti-foreign-ism that turned him against the Christians. A Russian warship had

appeared at Wonsan early in 1866 bluntly demanding that Korea be opened to foreign trade. The

Taewon-gun wanted to keep Korea closed.

70. (Bishop Bemeux) . Among his advisers were some who leaned toward the Roman Catholic faith.

More French priests had come secretly into the country, including this bishop, Bemeux. Thinking to do

them a favor, the pro-Catholic palace officials suggested that the Taewon-gun ask the French bishop,

Bemeux, to suggest to his government that it bring diplomatic pressure against Russian intrusion into

Korea. (F. Trochu, S-F Bemeux . p. 64).

71. (Anti-foreign edict). The Regent seemed to agree, but when the Russian ship unexpectedly and

voluntarily withdrew, he turned savagely against the French whose illegal presence was thus uncovered.

This is one of his anti-foreign, anti-Christian broadsides. "Destroy the Western Barbarians", it begins.

"A Warning".

72. (Martyrs) . Nine of these French priests died in the Great Persecution of 1866. No one knows how

many Korean Catholics were killed, perhaps as many as 2000. (Le Cathol .. p. 109).

73. (Bishop Mutel) . The Taewon-gun thought he had annihilated the Catholics. But when he died in

1898 the faith had crept into his own home. His wife, Princess Marie, had become a Christian. This

man, Bishop Mutel, twice crept into the persecutor’s palace - once to baptize her, and once to give her

communion. The year they buried the Taewon-gun there were 40,000 Catholics in Korea.

74. (Thomas letter. 1866). In the year of persecution, 1866, a Welshman named Robert J. Thomas,

missionary of the London Missionary Society in Peking, wrote this letter to his home Board. "I’ve

made contact with the "annual Corean embassy and am ready to go to Korea".
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75. (Thomas portrait) . It was not a good year for missionaries in Korea, but Thomas sailed anyway on

an American schooner, the Gen. Sherman, loaded with cotton glass and tin-plate for the forbidden

markets of the Taewon-gun’s Korea.

76. (Map: Gen. ShermanL Thomas was not interested in cotton, glass and tin-plate. He had Bibles,

and the beginnings of the Koran language, for he had visited Korea already the previous year for a

month. And he had a fierce determination to open Korea to Protestant work. The ship nosed its way

into the Taetong River but never came back down again. As far as the story can be pieced together, the

captain was deceived by a combination of exceptionally high tides and a summer flood, and moved over-

confidently upstream. Pyengyang, his goal, is at the upper right.

77. (Pyengyang screen) . 48 kilometers inland, farther than such ships could usually navigate, it

approached the old northern capital, Pyongyang, shown here on a 200-300-year-old screen.A police boat

came down stream from the Taetong (Great East) Gate, at the right, to investigate and warn off the

intruder from these forbidden waters.

78. (River bank, screen! . The Korean officials were invited on board, then rashly seized and foolishly

held as hostages while the American ship demanded to see the governor. While this was going on, the

tide went out, and the ship stuck on these mud-flats just below the city.

79. (Thomas’ death! . Angered, the governor ordered wooden boats piled with blazing pine-brush floated

down against the helpless schooner. It caught fire. The crew leaped overboard and were cut down by

soldiers. This Korean Sunday School sketch of the death of Thomas is the most widely accepted account

of his martyrdom. One of the gendarmes hesitated as he was about to slay him, and Thomas, not trying

to escape, simply waited for the fatal blow.

80. (Gate, screen) . The chains of the General Sherman were triumphantly hung in the Great East Gate

of Pyengyang, and the Regent was proudly informed that no mere foreigners could invade Korea with

impunity.

81. (Taetong Gate photo). Less than 25 years later when Samuel A. Moffett first entered Pyengyang,

those chains were still there and the gate looked like this. More important, he found that some of the

Scripture portions Thomas had brought were still being kept in Korean homes.

X 82. (Suh Sang-Yun with Paik Hong-Chun and Choi Mvung-OhL Less than ten years after the death of

Thomas, Protestants began to make their first Korean converts-but this happened across the border in

Manchuria. The man standing in this picture, Suh Sang-Yun, a ginseng peddler, crossed the Yalu for

trade in Newchwang. He fell ill and was cared for by Scottish missionaries. Impressed and converted,

he was baptized in 1875. He, in turn, was instrumental in the conversion of the man at the right, who
was later to be a jail-mate of a young progressive named Syngman Rhee. But, the first of all to be

baptized was the man at the left, Paik Hong-Joon, who became a Christian in 1876. This picture was

taken in the 1890’s when all three, for a time, were working with Samuel A. Moffett.

83. (John RossL Suh Sang-Yun was baptized by this Scottish Presbyterian, John Ross. Ross decided,

since he could not get into Korea, to put the Bible into the Korean language. In this translation project

he had the help of the new Korean Christians.
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84. (Ross N.T. l. They finished the Gospel of Luke in 1882, and this Korean New Testament in 1887.

Shortly after the first portion was done, in the early spring of 1883, Suh Sang-Yun volunteered to take

Bible portions and cross the Yalu to evangelize his homeland. Customs officials found the forbidden

Scriptures at the border and threw him into prison. But, as happens sometimes in Korean history, his

jailers turned out to be distant relatives and he was quickly released.

85. (Suh Kvung-Chol. Suh hurried to his home town of Sorai on the West Coast, distributing scriptures

there and in Seoul. Beginning with his younger brother (here, with family), he built up a community of

Christians a whole year before any Protestant foreign missionary was able to settle in Korea. As with

their Catholic brethren a century earlier, Korean Protestants have always been one jump ahead of the

missionary.

86. (Seoul Walll . Seoul in 1884 was still circled by the great stone city wall, 9,975 paces around.

Slow moving, white-robed Koreans stared curiously at the hawk-nosed, black-suited foreigner. (W.

Hough, The Bemadou. Allen & Jouv Collection in the U.S. National Museum . 1893.

87. (Seoul from Namsanl . Seen from above, he said, Seoul "looks like a collection of hay stacks that

have ’wintered out’, dotted with the tile roofs of the gentry." It had a population of about 120,000. (L.

Underwood, Fifteen Years Among the Topknots , p. 3).

88. (General Lucius Footel . The American government’s representative in the capital was the newly

arrived first U.S. Minister to Korea, Gen. Lucius Foote. He came in 1882. His title of ’General’ came

from Civil War service somewhat remote from the field of battle. He had defended California as aide to

the governor but he did more notable work in Korea. (M. Lawrence, A Diplomat’s Helpmate , p. 26).

89. (Kwanghwamun) . The American diplomat had come in troubled times. The Queen, in the palace

behind this gate, had been almost murdered by a mob. Fleeing to the country, she had only recently

returned after order was restored by the Chinese Commissioner, Yuan Shih-Kai, with 3000 Chinese

troops. The Taewon-gun had been banished to China for his part in the plot.

90. (King Koiong. 18841 . This is what King Kojong really looked like in 1884, the year of Allen’s

arrival. He had already been on the throne for 20 years, since he was 12 years old, and he was the last

real king of Korea. (Lowell, Choson . frontispiece).

91. (Queen Min?) . No one now knows what Queen Min looked like. This photograph is identified as a

"palace lady" by missionaries who had actually seen Queen Min. The story is that she had a

superstitious fear of photographs, thinking the black box (the camera) would capture her spirit.

92. (Mrs. Footel . When Mrs. Foote arrived in Seoul with her husband she was the first Western

woman ever to come to Korea. The Queen was overcome with curiosity and sent her sedan chair to the

American Legation to bring the foreign woman to the palace. Here is Mrs. Foote in the queen’s

palanquin. (Lawrence, Diplomat’s Helpmate , frontispiece).

93. (H.N. Allen ). The first resident Protestant missionary to Korea was a balding, red-headed, six-foot

Presbyterian medical missionary, Dr. H.G. Allen, who transferred from China to try to open up Korea

to Protestant missions where Gutzlaff and Thomas had not succeeded.
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94. (Chemulpo) . He landed sea-sick and weary at Chemulpo (now Inchon) on September 20, 1884, and

was not greatly impressed by his first observations: "a motley place of slab shanties, mud-huts, shacks

and fresh earth", he wrote. "A Chinaman called Harry", he said, "had started a ’hotel’ - a little one-

story thatched house consisting of a bar and billiard room separated by a sheet". Allen slept on the

billiard table. (Letter, Oct. 1; Centennial Papers , p. 4).

95. (Embassy Household) . The Footes had bought a spacious old home of a relative of Queen Min for

the U.S. Legation residence. But Mrs. Foote had been nervous that there was no Western doctor in

Korea. So Dr. Allen’s arrival was providential as far as she was concerned. Dr. Allen soon learned

that missionaries were forbidden in Korea, but he happily agreed to accept the offer of Gen. Foote to be

physician to the Legation.

96. (Kim Ok-Kiun ). About two months after Allen’s arrival all hell broke loose at the palace. Kim Ok-

Kiun, a young reformer and his group of political progressives invited their major opponents of the

dominant conservative faction to a banquet in the palace grounds celebrating the new Korean postal

service. (Longford, Story of Korea , p. 328).

97. (Min Yong-Ik). Kim’s great rival was Prince Min Yong-Ik, leader of the conservatives and cousin

of Queen Min. During the banquet, at a given signal, hired assassins broke through the doors and

attacked the conservatives. The Prince was slashed about the head and body and fell severely wounded.

98. (von Mollendorf). One of the guests at the banquet was a tall young German, P.G. von

Mollendorff, who had been installed some two years earlier as Korea’s first Commissioner of Customs.

He gathered the prince into his arms and carried him to his own home nearby.

99. (Sedan chairs) . General Foote, who had also been a guest at the banquet, sent one of the sedan

chairs which was waiting outside the palace wall racing across town to bring Dr. Allen. He told the

startled company that there was a "miracle worker" at the American legation. Allen arrived to find local

medical practitioners about to pour boiling pitch into the Prince’s wounds. He hesitated a moment, since

it seemed the man was dying, and once he touched him he might be held liable. But he was a doctor

and a Christian and he had no choice. He began desperately to try to stop the bleeding. For three

months the Prince hovered between life and death...

100. (Map, hospital site) . Then the fever broke, and a grateful royal family asked what reward they

could give Dr. Allen. "Let me open a hospital", he said. The King readily agreed and gave the home
of one of the plotting reformers who had been beaten to death after the coup failed. In April, 1885, on

the spot marked on this old city map between the Kyung-Bok and Chang-Duk palaces, the hospital

opened. It was the first legally permitted Christian institution ever to open its doors in the Hermit

Kingdom.

101. (Palace girls ). The royal favor was not always an unmixed blessing. Not long after the opening,

the King regally sent over a gift to Allen — a bevy of dancing girls from the palace. The missionary

doctor was very flustered and unsure what to do. This was a shocking but delicate culture conflict.

Fortunately, Mrs. Allen came to the rescue with very wise advice. "You can’t send them back", she

said. "That would be a terrible insult to the King." "But what will I do with them?" "Why don’t you
train them as nurses", said his practical wife - which may have been what the King intended in the first

place, for one class of palace kisaeng had traditionally been trained in oriental medical health-care.
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102. (Underwood)- In the same month that the Royal Hospital opened, a second Presbyterian

missionary arrived in Korea. This man was a clergyman. His name was Horace Grant Underwood.
He was a young bachelor whose brother was busy at the time inventing a typewriter. (L. Underwood,
Underwood of Korea , p. 54).

103. (Roval Hospital! . Open evangelistic work still being forbidden. Underwood helped out at the

hospital for a while. But his usefulness as a medical assistant was less than desired since he kept

fainting during operations.

104. (Underwood itinerating !. Though stationed in Seoul, he began making long trips far into the

interior of the country doing pioneer evangelism, winning little groups of new believers and establishing

churches. When he married some years later, his wife, a medical doctor, and little son, Horace, often

went with him.

105. (Appenzeller ). On the same boat which brought Underwood to Korea was a Methodist missionary

pioneer, Henry G. Appenzeller, and his wife. But Korea in 1885 was a dangerous place for a Western

woman without diplomatic protection and the Appenzellers were ordered back to Japan for some months

before they could return to establish resident Methodist work in Korea.

106. (Samuel Austin Moffetf). When another Presbyterian missionary, Samuel Moffett, arrived five

years later, it was still forbidden by the Korean government to preach the Christian faith openly, and

missionaries were not allowed to live outside the safety of two treaty ports, Seoul and Pusan.

107. (Moffett Korean Clothes '). After a few months teaching in the boys’ school (a kind of orphanage)

already started by the Presbyterian missionaries in Seoul, Moffett felt more and more restless confined

under the artificial protection of a treaty port. So, despite all warnings, he pushed off into the still

restricted interior of the country to try to establish a residence and begin Christian work in the northern

half of the pininsula, dressing sometimes in Korean clothes to attract less notice.

108. (Pyeng-Yang ). He pushed north into the old capital of Pyengyang, a city so old that its walls had

been built in the days of David and Solomon. It was famous for its street mobs and tiger hunters.

109. (PY - East Gate). When a foreigner walked in, alone and unarmed, a mob quickly formed and

stoned him in the streets near the old East Gate.

110. (PY first home) . But rather than running away, he stayed, first recovering from his wounds in a

mud house near the river, than boldly renting this house only a stone’s throw from the gate where he

had been attacked by the mob. He was the first Protestant missionary to establish long-term residence in

all of North Korea.

111. (Seoul Women! . The pioneer Protestant missionaries brought the Christian Gospel to Korea with

integrity to his full Biblical witness. The history of God’s creative and redemptive work in the world

came with transforming power in unashamed evangelistic appeal, demonstrable Christian love for

physical and material needs, and a strong emphasis upon nurture of the mind under the discipline of

Christian education. Koreans already had a passion for education under their Confucian system of

governing principles but only the men were beneficiaries of the traditional system of education. Women
were left oppressed, sequestered and without public identity.
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112. (Mrs. Scrantonl . It took a strong-minded Methodist woman, Mrs. Scranton, founder of Ewha

girls’ school (now Ewha Women’s University), to challenge this system. She ran head on into a stone

wall of opposition. When she approached one Korean scholar announcing that she was starting a school

for girls and asking him to send his daughter, he snorted, "Can cows read"?

113. (Ewha Hakdang). But the Christians started schools for girls, anyway. This is an early picture

(about 1892) of Mrs. Scranton’s Ewha girls’ school showing some of the first students and their

Methodist women missionary teachers.

114. (Pilgrim’s Progress! . There were revolutions: the literary revolution, for example, as missionaries

helped to rescue the wonderful Korean phonetic, (hangul,) from the contempt heaped on it by scholars

because it was too easy. They also encouraged Korean artists to remain Korean, and not copy Western

illustrations in Christian classics like Pilgrim’s Progress .

115. (S.A.M. - Kvungsin ). There were times, even, when they influenced political movements. When
Moffett first came to Korea in 1890 he was asked to take charge of this little school. One of the Korean

teachers at the school was An Chang-Ho, identified as the man at the upper right in this picture.

Stimulated by the new ideals he learned from the missionaries about Christian freedom and human

dignity, he later became one of the heroes of the Korean Independence movement when the Japanese

tried to crush his country.

116. (Early Christians) . But an even more important revolution was quietly taking place. Here is a

group of early Christians in Korea — just about all the Protestant men there were in Seoul at the time.

117. (Noh To-Sal . On July 11, 1886, Mr. Underwood baptized this man, Noh To-Sa, the first Korean

ever to receive Protestant baptism in Korea. Underwood warned him, "You are risking your life being

baptized." "I know", he said, and asked for the sacrament.

118. (William McKenzie) . There were losses, too, along the way. William McKenzie of Canada, came

to Korea in December of 1893 and died tragically after only a year and a half. You might say his story

is the story of a failure. When he told his fiancee he was going to Korea, she broke the engagement.

(E. McCully, A Com of Wheat!.

119. (Korean home) . He followed the Lord’s call anyway, and went out alone and probably

brokenhearted into a country district where he settled in to live with the Suh family in this house in the

village of Sorai, by the Yellow Sea.

120. (Sorai Church) . The Christians in Sorai were building a church, it was the first church ever built

by the Koreans, themselves, entirely with their own money.

121. (Church flag ). They asked McKenzie to help them make a flag, and he designed one with a cross.

That is why today every Protestant church in Korea has a cross.



15

122. (Suh family) . He was warmly welcomed by the Suh family and by the little group of believers in

that village, who were hungry for more intensive Christian instruction and discipline. Samuel Moffett

helped him get settled. This soon became his family. Some missionaries thought McKenzie had gone

overboard in living like a Korean. And perhaps they were partly right. The isolation, the heat, the

disease all about him proved too much, and one day, delirious with disease and out of his head with a

high fever, he put a gun to his head and shot himself. Was he a failure?

123. (Gravel . When McKenzie’s fellow missionaries came to claim his body for burial the villagers

refused to let them take it. "He belongs to us now", they said. And they buried him where he

belonged, in their village - in their Christian village. For years those simple people saw to it that his

grave was kept spotless. In this picture, little Philip Suh, the first Korean baptized as an infant, stands

beside it. Failure? No, that’s just the beginning of the Christian history of Korea. The church always

begins with what the world calls failure. But the world has no place for the resurrection.



iW^f, i.cJ(Pfc )0, 'S\kkt

EAST ASIAN CHRISTIANITY: SHORT OUTLINE

I. NESTORIAN I. (635-907; perhaps 1000 AD) First Christian Mission to China.

Alopen, from Persia to T’ang Dynasty China, 635 AD.
Fall of T’angdynasty, 907 AD
Possible survival of Christian Koguryo Koreans in Manchuria, 1000 AD

II. NESTORIAN II. (1200-1368).

Princess Sorkaktani, daughter-in-law of Genghis Khan, mother of Kublai Khan.

Nestorians return to China; First Catholic mission in China (temporary).

III. ROMAN CATHOLIC I. (1549-1773).

Francis Xavier reaches Japan, 1549 AD.
Matthew Ricci enters China, 1583 AD.
First Korean contacts with Roman Catholics in China, ca. 1640 AD.
Suppression of the Jesuit missions by the Vatican, 1773 AD.
Yi Sung-Heun converted by former Jesuits, returns to Korea, 1784 AD.

IV. PROTESTANT I. (1807-1945).

Rev. Robert Morrison reaches China, 1807 AD.
Rev. Robert J. Thomas martyred in Korea, 1867 AD.
Suh Sang-Yun, converted in Manchuria, returns to Korea, 1883 AD.
Dr. Horace Allen, M.D, (Presbyterian), enters Korea, 1884 AD.
Rev. Horace G. Underwood, (Presbyterian), and Rev. Henry Appenzeller, (Methodist), reach

Korea, 1885.

Rev. Samuel Austin Moffett, (Presbyterian), enters Korea, Jan. 1890 AD.




